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In which, his gross misrepresentations and 
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©r THOMAS WILLIS. 

''And who is he that will harm you, if ye be follow- 
ers of that which is good {*' 
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with meekness and fear.'* 1 Pet. iii. 13, 15. 
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PREFACE. 



Wlien the pamphlet entitled, ** Erron of the 
Quakers,'* first appeared in print, I considered it a 
work unworthy of public reply ; carrying its own re- 
futation with it, in the view of all impartial and judi* 
oious readers, especially those acquainted with the 
society ; and being anonymous> I apprehended it t« 
be the work of some prejudiced individual ; who 
was ashamed to own his name, or permit the printer 
to add his ; from a consciousness of the fallacy and 
Injustice of his own remarks. But, since an enlarged 
edition of the same work has appeared, with the 
Ikame of the author, who, in the title page, styles him- 
felf " the Rev. Billy Hibbard ;" anfl who, in pages 
8 and 4, calls himself an *< ordained elder in the 
church of God,'' and a minister in connexion with the 
Methodists ; I was ready to say, is it possible, that 
•uch a work as this can be the producti on of a gospel 
Minister ? Or do the Methodists suffer their mem- 
bers to publish such extravagant misrepresentati ons \ 

In order to be satisfied in this respect, I had re- 
course to their discipline, where I find, in page 24, 
this direction:**A Methodist preacher is to mind eve- 
rypoint, ^reat andsmalli ii\ t\\e Mel)ao^^\.^\%^vsJ5s»fe^ 
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ftiid in pMgt SIO9 it sajrit ** Ko traTeUiitg preteher is 
permitted to pabligh any book or pamphlet, witboat 
the approbation of the annual eonference to which he. 
belongs ; or of a committee chosen by them.*'* I 
would not be understood as implicating the whole 
society of Methodists $ for, I have no doubt, that 
many of that people disapprove both the matter and 
manner of this singular performance : and however 
unworthy of attention the work in itself may re- 
main to be, yet as the author of it is one of their trav- 
elling preachers, (as appears by his having the charge 
of a circuit, page 4) it may therefore be reasonabljj^ 
inferred, that not only the present enlarged edition 
but also the former, must have been approved by this 
annual conference, or a committee chosen by them* 
I am now obliged, though reluctantly, to consider it an 
attack upon the society, of which I am a member, 
sanctioned by said conference, as above stated. 

I, therefore, believe it due to the public, and an 
act of justice towards our society, to endeavour, by 
exhibiting a statement of our principles and practice, 
to refute charges, which appear evidently designed 
to misrepresent and calumniate us. 

* This conference is composed of ** all the 
trtveUing preachers who are in full connexion, and 
those who are to be received into full connexion ;" 
including the Ifew-York, Pittsfield, Albany, Cayuga, 
and Upper-Canada districts. See Methodists' disci- 
^tline^ jN^fes 16 and. 195. 
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THE 



DOCTRINE AND PRINCIPLIS 



OF THE 



PEOPLE CALLEP QUAKERS, kc- 



The ^^ Address to the Quakers, indud« 
ig the pamphlet entitled. Errors of the 
luakers," being written by one who frcr 
iiently acknowledges his having read such 
r our writings as clearly explain our prin* 
pies, it is the -more to be regretted, that 
is prejudice should yet remain so strong, 
I to lead him not only to make partial and 
cifair quotations from those works, but to 
raw unfounded inferences from them ; 
hich, I conclude, the reader will readily* 
iscover in the following pages. 

In his preface, page 3, he says, " The 
pamphlet does not contain any thing else 
but plain truth concerning the Quakers ;" 
id, in page 5, ^^ I wrote a plain anii trulfc 
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3 INTRODUCTORY REM ARK&. 

^ Statement of the errors of the Quakers* 
^ I wrote with prayer and tears, in humble 
^^ hope that it would be rendered a bless« 
^ ing to the Methodists, Presbyterians^ 
^^ Churchmen, Baptists, &c. and those of no 
^ persuasion, as well as Quakers." 

In page 13, he says, ^^ If you notice what 
** I quoted from their authors, you will 
^ agree with me, that the quotations clearly 
" prove the charges in the book." 

And, in page 69, " I have not charged 
^^ the Quakers with any thing but what I 
^^ can substantiate ; and I defy them to prove 
^^ one charge false, or give any good reason 
" why it is not strictly true." 

These declarations of his, I wish the 
reader to bear in mind, that, on perusing the 
following pages, he may judge of the pro- 
priety of them. 

Page 4, he says, '* The great respon- 
** sibiiity I have ever viewed myself under 
^^ to God, requires that I speak and act 
" here below not according to my own will, 
<^ but according to the will of God, who 
" hath called me to minister^in holy things.'* 
Page 1^, ^^ My great intention has been to 
^^ be plain and honest in my writing, weigh- 
" ing every part of the subject with prayer 
iyp God."— Page 13, "The Lord caUed 
to write the Errors of the Gtuaket^&J' 




This is professing to set out upon sacred 
ground. How far he has kept upon it, the 
reader must judge. 

Pages 6 and 7, ^^ The ostensible reason 
** for writing the Pamphlet entitled Errors 
^^ of the Quakers, was, a firm belief that theif 
^^ principles ayd forms were hostile to the 
*' Scriptures, and general received opinions 
^ of all denominations of christians. The 
^^ statement of facts in the pamphlet shews 
** my faith in them to be well founded. I 
•* consider myself therefore on the dcfen- 
** sive, and set for the defence of the gos- 
** pel of Christ, from the mystical rant, or 
^^ ambiguous cant of Quakerism. I love 
^^ good men of aU persuasions, and plain 
** dealing oh every subject. But this pro* 
^^ fessing charity, when we will not Join in 
•* the worship of God with those who dif- 
^^ fer from us in non-essentials only, Ib tod 
•' much hypocrisy for me." And again, in 
the same page, ^^ It has been, and still is my 
" opinion, that the Quakers differ from 
^ other denominations in something more 
" than non-essentials." 

In these two pages, he remarks, that our 
principles and forms are hostile to the Scrip- 
tures, and opinion of all denominations ; 
«nd tbea infers, that it is only mx^Xk-^^i^'cxir 
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taals we differ from others ; and afterwardflf 
charges us with differing from others in more 
than non-essentials ; and page 8, ^^ there- 
•' fore they differ from other denominations 
** in very essential particulars." What his 
object was in asserting such contradictions, 
he ought to know best. ^ 

But in reference to his charge, that our 
principles and forms are hostile to the 
Scriptures, &c. I shall endeavour to shew, 
that our belief in those points, wherein he 
charges us with error, is consistent with 
Scripture. But, as my present views are 
principally confined to an explanation of the 
subjects treated on in, his book, the reader 
who wishes further information, is referred 
to the perusal of our writings, particularly 
to Robert Barclay's Apology, where he will 
find our principles clearly stated, and proved 
by Scripture. 

THE SCRIPTURES. 

The first charge against us, in his ori- 
ginal pamphlet, now in the 1 7th page of the 
present address, is in these words ; " The 
^^ Quakers deny that the Scripture is the 
** word of God. Barclay's Apology, p. 68 
^^ to 94, Fox's Journal, vol. 1. page 32* 
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^ What they mean by this denial is diffi 
^^ cult to tell ;. because of the ambiguity of 
^^ their expressions. Some say it is the 
^* words of God, or the declarative word of 
*^ God, as though the word of God was of 
^^ greater consequence than the words of 
*^ God, and the declarative word of God 
V had not the same authority as the word of 
*' God. We know not the cause or use of 
*^ this criticism and nice distinction of the 
^^ word from the word, unless it is to fix 
^y the name of the word upon Christ, as it 
'^ is written.' But this is not a sufficient 
*' excuse for a needless play of words," 
&c.— again, page 18, ^* Why the Quakers 
"deny the Scriptures to be the word of 
*> God, is evidendy in order to invalidate 
*5 the divine authority which they have as 
** a rule for faiih and practice.'' 

In reply to this, I will give the reader our 
opinion of those excellent writings. Wc 
believe the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments to have been divinely commu- 
nicated ; and being intrinsically supc:rior 
to all other writings, we esteem them as 
such, and as thankfully receive, and com- 
fortably use them as any people ; verily 

* John, i. 1, 
B 2 



• tMZ SetlTTTiES. . 

beiifTir. J. wim th^ apostle, that they "were 
*T .sts lor i jr Ic-arBing ; thai we, through 
TUCMS.-C UKl ccmlort of the Scriptures, 
iBij;5: hire bopc." Although we do not 
c'cvioir lacm » iht so!e cr primary di* 
rs-i^HT. ist »ri:rii ot Goil being communi- 
CMr- ix iT.i* purpc-sc ; Vijt wc look upon 
u«'B » 'jif oslv rutward nilc, by which 
*r Arc :4> ^oi;Cie of coBtroversies among 
eitriKiasa : lod have always bad recourse 
r." littm to fMi>\f .Mir principles ,■ believing, 
thK vnatsoerer •iocirine isauttrarytathein,~ 
WU\ j-i*"y i^ T*jrc:ed. 

B.: o£r Ofposer atserts, page 18, 
* Ti.\^:^. tb«y un, the)- have an Irigh opin- 
•■ v« .-it U>e Hv>J>- Scripture-, yet ii ii evi-i 
— ^tM ihtx have an higher opinion of^ 
*■ »Tiaa*» of Fiix, Barclay, a; 

lie »j»in»»tM>proof but his 
r>,-wi. »hi,-i I cannot possibly w)i 
1 as « *:n«s* to the 
ICC .err >Jive ever, bo(h pul 
>*.■?■:». K;j the Scriptures 
oiyMtJ.'fl of any 
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CBtablished query, which is read id all our 
quarterly, monthly, and preparative meet- 
ings, four times intheyear; whether the 
Scriptures are frequently read in our fami- 
lies *. an answer to which is required to be 
forwarded to every quarterly, and each 
Biicceedtng yearly meeting. Such care has 
never been taktn by us to impress the read- 
ing of Fox, Barclay, or any other authors. 
And I do not 6nd, that either the Metho- 
dists, or any other society, have so strongly 
~ ' 1 the frequent perusal of the 
'lave ; I must, therefore, 
r hia assertion, above no- 
^foundaiion in truth. He 
y say that the Scrip- 
e called the word of 
s called the word:'* 
L ihia mode of rea- 
Ithat the door of an 
\ called the door, be- 
e ought 
|ust that name, be- 
the vine." 
insequences follow ; 
propirly the door 
tt is the door into 
As the vine afforde 
the liranchea vUq 
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of, SO Christ does to the living members of 
his church. These comparisons were made 
by Christ himself ; and are beautiful, and 
very significant. 

Hibbard says, page 18, *^ It is known 
^' that the Quakers understand the different 
** degrees of goodness, as good, * better, 
** best. The Scripture is good, the writings 
*' of Quakers better, the teaching of' the 
*' Spirit best." The fallacy of this insinua- 
tion, that the Quakers esteem their own 
writings above the Scriptures, is already 
shown ; but I readily admit that we esteem 
the teaching of the Spirit best ; agreeably to 
what the apostle saith, ^^ If any man hath 
not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his :** 
and that *' as many as are led by the spirit 
of God, they are the sons of God.*'c And 
our Saviour himself says, *> the comforter 
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father 
will send in my name, he shall teach you 
all things :" and again, *• when he, the 
spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you 
into all truth.*'d Certainly then, the teach- 
ing of the Spirit of truth is preferable to the 
Scriptures. 

But, to return to his original charge, let us 



<" Rom. vii. 9, 14^ ^John, xiv. 
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examine the propriety" of the appelljation he 
gives the Scriptures; namely, the word of God. 
The Scriptures are writings composed 
of words ; and words composed of letters 
are the marks and significations of things^ 
and not the very substance of the things, 
which they signify: thus, the Scriptures 
contain an account of the spirit by which 
the writers of them were inspired ; but 
they are not that spirit itself: they con- 
tain a true record of the promise of eter- 
nal life ; but that eternal life is not in 
the Scriptures ; even as Christ himself 
saith, ^* in them ye think ye have eternal 
life, and they are they which testify of 
me ; and ye will tiot come to me, that 
ye might have life."* So they contain an 
account of the Gospel of Christ ; bu^ 
they are not the gospel itself ; for " the 
gospel is the power of God unto salvation/' 
I'he Scriptures also contain an account of 
the word in different ages, according as it 
was delivered at sundry times, and in divers 
manners ; but the Scriptures themselves are 
not that word, they being a record of the; 
operation of that word in different ages. 
The word of God is incorruptible, and liv- 
etb and abideth forever ; and, if the Scrip'* 

<Jokn»Y.29. 
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lures and all other books were consumed^ 
the word of God would still remain an in^ 
corruptible quickening spirit* 

I will therefore endeavour more fully to 
show what we call " The Word of God ;** 
even the same which the evangelist John 
testifiet. *^ In the beginning was the word, 
and the word was with God, and the word 
was God : All things were made by him, 
and without him was not any thing made 
that s^as made. In him was life, and the 
life was the light of men: and the light shin- 
eth in darkness, and the darkness compre- 
hended it not :"^ again, ** That was the true 
light which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world.*'* 

This testimony of the evangelist appears 
tome, if rightly understood, to be of itself 
sufficient to prove the impropriety of giving 
that appellation to the written book (how- 
ever excellent) which ought only to be as- 
cnbed to Christ, the divine word, which 
was from the beginning, and by whbm all 
things were made that were made. Now, 
the Scriptures were not from the beginning ; 
neither was the world created by the Scrip- 
tures ; but by the all creative power and 

'John> i. 1. s Jol^n, i. 9. 
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word of God; the same yesterday, to>dayv 
and for ever ; in whom was, and is life, and 
that life is the only true light of men. The 
Scriptures bear full and ample testimony to 
this light, and ought, therefore, to be higlu 
ly esteemed, as pointing the way, and di- 
recting MB to Christ, the " word of ;-G#d,'' 
and true light, that ligbteth every man 
that Cometh mto the world, even as Christ 
saith of himself, <'I am the light of the 
world, he that followeth me shall not walk 
in darkness ; but shall have the light of 
life.''^ But the scriptures have not enlight* 
ened every man thatcometh intathe world ; 
for, it is evident, from authentic accounts, 
that a great proportion of mankind have 
never had access to them ; and, perhaps, 
many have never heard of them ; whence 
then have they to look ; or where to find 
this true light that enlighteneth all men, 
but in the secret of their own (learts i agree- 
ably to the declaration of the apostle, " The 
word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in 
thy heart. '*i Another apostle calls our at- 
tention to it, in that pathetic exhortation ; 
" receive with meekness the ingrafted word 
which is able to save your souls.*'^ See the 

^ John, Till 12. ' K om. z. 8. ^ Jamei^ i. 21. 
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power and virtue, here ascribed to this dGi- 
vine ingrafted word, as being able to save 
our souls ; how coincident to the description 
elsewhere given of it ; " the word of God is 
quick and powerful, and sharper than any 
two edged sword, piercing even to the di- 
viding asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
the joints and marrow, and is a discemer of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart ; nei- 
ther is there any creature that is not mani- 
fest in his sight/'i Such are not the Scrip- 
tures ; the spirit of discerning is not in the 
written book ; neither are all creatures ma- 
nifest in its sight. The apostle John also 
says ; " I have written unto you, young 
men, because ye are strong, and the word 
of God abideth in you." " Can any suppose 
the word of God here spoken of as abiding 
in them, could possibly be the Scriptures f 
Surely, no such properties as these can be 
ascribed to the written book, but to Christ, 
the divine word, grace, or spirit in the 
heart ; and they are beautifully descriptive 
of its operations upon the soul. Again, the 
the evangelist expressly tells us, that " the 
word was God." Hence it is evident, that 
the Scriptures cannot be that word. I also 

» Hcb. iv. 12, 13. "» 1 John, ii. 14. 
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cipuceive . this declaration of the evangelist 
to be written purposely to shew that Christ 
is the *' word of God ;" and as it is evident, 
that the record of a thing is not the thing 
itself, so the Scriptures being a record of 
the operations of the word, are not the word 
itself. 

We believe all respecting the Scriptures, 
that they themselves require us to believe ; 
that, according to apostolic doctrine, they 
are able to *^ make wise unto salvation, 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.*^ 
And " faith is the gift of God." Remark, 
it is through this divine gift, that they are 
thus rendered eflOLcacious ; and by this alone, 
they become " profitable, for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness.''? As the Scriptures do not 
call themselves, *' the word of God ;'* but 
are simply styled the Scriptures, or " the 
Scripture of truth ;'"* we cannot admit the 
propriety of calling them by a name, which 
is not only in itself improper, but which 
they themselves do not authorize ; and, 
therefore, as Christ is the ** word of God," 
we style these writings, the Scriptures, as 

° 2;rim. ill. 15. « Eph. u. 8. 

P 2 Tim. iii. 16. 'J Dan, x, 2\, 
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did our Saviour and his apostles* Hence, 
the reader may discover, that our practice 
in this particular, is not hostile to the Scrip- 
tures themselves, as Hibbard has affirmed. 
He also says, page 18, '^But for them to 
** deny the Scriptures to be the word of God, 
^^ puts Moses and the prophets in such a 
^< point of light as to oblige the reader to 
" doubt the truth of what they say. For 
<^ their language is, ^ thus saith the Lord. 
*< Hear ye the word of the Lord God.' *' 
Herein he is utterly mistaken ; for, we 
have an unshaken faith and belief, that it 
was indeed the word of the Lord which 
Game to Moses and the prophets, even the 
same divine word which I have described 
as distinct from the Scriptures ; and that 
they communicated faithfully to the people, 
what this word dictated to them ; of which, 
the Scriptures are a record. We, therefore, 
believe, with the apostle, that " the pro- 
phecy came not in old time by the will of 
man ; holy men of God spake, as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost."' These writ- 
ten testimonies of the- prophets and apos- 
tles, as they proceeded from the word of 
the Lord, through the inspiration of his 

• ' 2 Pet. i. 21. 
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a{>jirit, are a dediiration of tliat word, but 
not the word itself : and this is the distino 
tfon, as above stated, which we make be- 
tween the holy and divine word, which came 
to Moses and the prophets, and the Scrip* 
tares, which are a record of the operation 
4>f that word* 

The foregoing, I apprehend, may suffi* 
ciently evince tdbe light in which we view 
the Scriptures ; and that the reason why we 
do hot call tliem *^ the word of God," is not 
to invalidate their divine authority, as Hib- 
bard alleges ; but to place them in a proper 
point of view ; and that our chief aim is to 
direct the minds of the people to Christ, the 
divine word, of whom the Sfsripture^ bear 
ample testimony, as the Saviour s|nd Re- 
deemer of man ; and wlio testifies of him^ 
ftelf, << I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life : no man cometh unto the Father but 
by me,'*' 

In page 19, he says, *^ when Quakers re^ 
'^ ject the Scriptures as an all sufficient rule 
^^ for faith and practice, what will they sub- 
^ stitute in its place to try the spirit by, as 
** it is written, " Believe not every spirit, 
^ but try the spirits ?" For this we must hav^ 

'lobn, ziT. 6. 
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^ an unerring rule ; one that is gives us by 
** an unerring God. The Scripture is such 
<' a rule. But the Quakers have rejected thi!» 
^' as a proper rule." 

As I have acknowledged our belief in 
the Scriptures, as the outward rule to chris- 
tians, for the proof of doctrine, and the test 
of the actions of men ; but not the sole or 
primary director, the spirit of truth being 
given for this purpose ; so the Scriptures 
direct to the spirit, which is in itself the pri- 
mary and sufficient rule. 

But if the Scriptures were, as Hibbard 
asserts, the all sufficient and only rule to 
try the spirits by, what would become of 
that numerous part of the human family who 
have not the Scriptures, or any knowledge of 
them ? Are they destitute of a rule"? Can it 
be consistent with the attributes of the Di- 
vinity, that they are without a rule ? Nay : 
doubtless, they have an unerring one ; fur- 
nished by an unerring God ; even as Elihtt 
testified ; ^^ there is a spirit in man, and the 
Inspiration of the Almighty giveth them 
understanding.**' As this divine principle, or 
inspiration, is that which gives man a clear 
discerning betwixt good and evil, so h lis 

• jfob> xxxli. 6; 
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the same which enables rightly to judge, ac« 
cording to the doctrine of Christ ; and when 
he cautions to beware of false prophets, he 
says, ** ye shall know them by their fruits. 
Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
thisdes ? even so every good tree bringeth 
forth good fruit ; but a corrupt tree bringeth 
forth evil fruit."" Now as the spirit of 
discerning is requisite, in a certain degree, 
to discriminate betwixt thing and thing, ac- 
cording to their nature and kind, so the 
Aposde saith, *^ for what man knoweth the 
things of a man, save the spirit of man 
which is in him f even so, the things of God 
kngyireth no man, but the spirit of God."*" 
Neither Christ nor the apostles, gave the 
scriptures as a rule ; nor was it those which 
enabled Peter to judge, when he said to 
Simon Magus, ^^ I perceive that thou art in 
the gall of bitterness, and bond of iniquity;" '^ 
neither was it the scripture, which gave that 
spirit of discerning to the prophet, by which 
he detected Gehazi, when, indulging a cov- 
etous mind, he had run after Naaman the 
S}nian for that reward which his master had 
refused* This divine inspiration, therefore, 
is the only sufficient rule to try the spirit by. 

« Mai vii. 16, IT. ^ 1 Cor. W. U. ^ KetA^^^*^ 
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THE NEW BIRTH. 

In his second charge against us, page 20^ 
he says, *^ Quakers do not believe that the 
*^ new birth is an instantaneous work of the 
*^ Holy Spirit. Barclay's ApoL page 368* 
** Thereby confounding conversion with c(»- 
** viction." 

When the reader has examined Barclay, 
as here refered to, he will be able to judge 
of the rectitude of this inference. But, since 
it is charged upon us as an error, I will 
briefly give our sentiments upon it. We 
are not to limit the power of the Holy One, 
nor fix any stated period, wherein the oper* 
ation of divine Grace shall effect this very 
important work of conversion, or the new 
birth ; which, according to my apprehen-^ 
sion, implies a thorough change of heart ; as 
beautifully described by our blessed Lord, 
in the parable ofthe leaven, which being hid 
in the meal, the whole lump became leaven«> 
ed thereby. Thus, when the soul of man is 
brought into a state of passivity, as repre* 
sentcd by the meal, it becomes submissive 
to, and unites with the operation of the 
seed of the kingdom ; and the work goes 
on prosperously, progressing in proportion 
te die degree of resignation of the soul, up<ni' 
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f 

vhich this seed or leaven operates ; and 
every one acquainted with the nature of leav- 
en knows, that its operation is gradual and 
not instantaneous* 

The operation of the seed of the kingdom 
is also thus illustrated by our Saviour : 
^^ Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom 
of God f or with what comparison shall 
we compare it ? It is like a grain of mus- 
tard-seed, whichy when it is sown in the 
earth, is less than all the seeds that be in 
the earth ; but, when it is sown, it groweth 
up, and become th greater than all herbs." '' 
And we very well know, that the growth of 
a) seed is not instantaneous, but gradually 
progressive. 

The nature of the new birth is, likewise, 
described by a late writer, agreeably to my 
idea of it. 

" The increase and operation of this living 
principle becomes a new life in and to the 
obiedient soul, quickening and refreshing it 
vith a sense of Divine love, strength, and 
comfort. This life being begot and brought 
forth by the Holy Spirit in the willing mind, 
is called a birth of the Spirit ; and being its 
iiew production there, it is styled the new 

'^ Mark, Iv. 30. 
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birth : and seeing our first parents, imned- 
iately upon their creation, were favoured 
with this spiritual birth in them, and lost it 
by disobedience ; the renewal of it, both 
in themselves, and in their posteri^i has ta- 
ken the terms of regeneration and renova- 
tion, or the birth of divine life nenewed in 
man". Phippa* Original and Present State 
of Many page 37. 

I cannot admit these sentiments to be, (as 
Hibbard says,) confounding conversion with 
conviction ; but, on the contrary, believe, 
that admitting his position, would be per- 
fectly doing this ; for, I conceivci that con* 
viction must always precede CQnversion ; 
because, man, as a moral and free agent, be* 
ing first convicted of his sin, must assent 
to, or unite with the spirit, or grace of God, 
which thus convicts him, before he is brought 
into a state of repentance and amendment of 
life, through which, conversion is experitn- 
ced. 1. 

I am aware, that s&me who hold conver- 
sion to be an instantaneous work, adduce the 
instance of the thief on the cross, and the 
case of the apostle Paul : but tht:se prove 
no such thing. As to the first, it doth not 
appear but that he had previously been un- 
der connctioB^ and brought into a state of 
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repentance! 80 as to be prepared to receive 
the remission of his sins, with the gracious 
promise ; ^' to day shalt thou be with me 
in Paradise/' ^ And I have no idea, that 
Paul immediately experienced conversion, 
or the new birth, at the instant when the 
light shone roimd about him ; for, although 
he had felt the convictions of divine v grace, 
it is evident, he had not yielded thereto, as 
is implied in the language, ^^ Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me ? it is hard for thee to 
kick against the pricks." * Here his judg* 
ment ¥ra8 convinced, but he was not immed- 
iately relieved from a state of powerful con- 
viction and exercise ; remaining for a time 
in a state of blindness, and not knowing 
what to do ; but, as he passively submitted to 
the convicting evidence of this light, or prin- 
ciple of divine grace, and united with its op- 
eration, he came to experience a state of 
conversion, or the new birth ; in which, he 
witnessed a gradual advancement, or growth 
in grace, ** according to the measure of the 
gift of Christ,*' even " unto a perfect man."" 

y Lake, xxiii. 43. ' Aets, ix. 4', 5. 
» Bph. ir, 7. 13: 
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THE SABBATH. 

His next charge, page 20, is in th^e 
words ; " Quakers deny an obligation to 
** obey the fourth commandment, by observ- 
** ingthe first day of the week as the sab- 
** bath of the Lord." I conceive that neith- 
er himself, nor any other man, has a right 
to marvel at this, seeing there is no mention 
in the fourth command, or any other part of 
the Bible, for observing that, or any other 
day, in lieu of the Jewish sabbath. 

He then has a quotation from Barclay's 
Apol. page 349, in which are these words : 
" We, not seeing any ground in Scripture for 
" it, cannot be so superstitious as to believe 
** that either the Jewish sabbath now contin- 
" ues, or that the first day of the week is the 
" antitype thereof, or the true christian sab*" 
" bath ; which, with Calvin, we believe to 
" have a more spiritual sense : and therefore 
** we know no moral obligation by the fourth 
*' commandment, or elsewhere, to keep the 
** first day of the week, more than any other, 
'* or any holiness inherent in it." 

Hibbard then adds, *' This is a profess- 
" ion of great ignorance.'* And in page S3, 
he says, '* had Mr, Barclay read and un- 
**der$tood the words of Christ /for the Son 
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<^of man is Lord even of the Sabbath day/ ^he 
^^ would not have been so ignorant. For this 
y^ declaration of Christ implies that he was 
*< the author and institutor of the day, as 
^ it is written, *' all things were made by 
^ him, and without him was not any thing 
^^ made, that was made." Then to him we 
^ owe the observance of it. So the apostles 
* understood it, and ever after called it the 
** Lord's day ; which name implies that the 
" day should be kept holy unto the Lord." 
I apprehend none of us call in question 
Christ's being Lord of the sabbath, and eve-* 
ry other day ; but that this declaration of 
his instituted the first day for a sabbath, in- 
stead of the seventh, cannot be infered. 
Xhe reader, in perusing Mark, ii. 23, to 
the end, will observe, that the occasion of 
our Lord's making this remark was, that 
his disciples were charged with a breach of 
the sabbath, made in his presence ; for which 
he did not reprove, but justified them« His 
reply to their accusers, ** the Son of man is 
Lord also of the sabbath," is by no means 
establishing the first day of the week as a 
jabbath, instead of the seventh ; but, I ap- 
prehend, it may clearly be infered from this 

«» Mat xii. 8. 
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declaration, and the occasion for which it 
was made, that the fourth command was not 
to be binding on him, or his followers, eith- 
er then, or in time to come. For, as he was 
Lord of the sabbath, had he intended t6 
perpetuate the observance of that, or the 
first day, in lieu thereof, he would doubtless 
have reproved his disciples, instead of jus- 
tifying them in the breach of it. And I am 
utterly at a loss from whence this author has 
derived his authority for asserting, that the 
apostles *' ever after called it the Lord's 
day ;" as I do not find the term, Lordls- 
day, ever mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment, except once, in the Revelations : " I 
was in the Spirit on the Lord's day ;"* but 
there is no mention, that this was the first 
day of the week. 

He has another passage so extraordinaryi, 
that I cannot well pass by it : page 22, he 
says, ^^ the same God that said, ^ thou shalt 
<^ not kill,' said also, ' remember the sabbath 
" day to keep it holy :' if one is binding on 
''^ us^ so also is the other; and that which 
" teaches us the greatest duty, is the 
^^ most binding. The fourth commandment 

^.Rov. i. 10. 
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<^ teaches our duty to God, therefore the 
^ fourth commandment is most binding." 
This is a singular, and very extravagant as- 
sertion ; for, if the fourth command is most 
binding, then^t is a less crime in the sight of 
Heaven, to murder, commit adultery, steal, 
bear false witness, &c. than not to regard 
the Jewish sabbath ; for, the fourth com- 
mand respects only the Jewish sabbadi. 

Our Saviour taught a different doctrine to 
one who inquired of him what he should do 
to inherit eternal life ? ^< Thou shalt do no 
murder, thou shalt not commit adultery, 
thou shalt not steal, thou shalt not bear false 
witness."-' But no mention is there made 
of the sabbath ; nor do we find that he ever 
enjoined the observance of it on any occa- 
sion. Indeed, it appears clear from the 
Scriptures, that the observance of the sab- 
bath was only intended for the Jews ; for, it 
is said, ^^ The children of Israel shall keep 
the sabbath ; to observe the sabbath through- 
out their generations, for a perpetual coven- 
ant. It is a sign between me and the chil- 
dren of Israel for ever."^ But this was not 
said to any other people ; therefore, to asr 

* Mat. xix. 18. « Ex. Kxi. 16, 17. 



jBsrt tbat tke command for ohserviog the- 
sabbath, which is Jbere declared by che Al- 
mighty to be a sigatothe Israelites, is more 
l>indiDg on Christians^ than the moral part 
of the law, is doctrine that will, I hope, be 
held in abhorrence .by all professing tb& 
ighristi^ name. 

Page 5 J, he says, ^ The Quaker as well as 
<< any other person that dies guilty of a vio- 
'< iation of the fourth command, to observe a 
\^ day holy unto God, must be damned as 
,^^ sure as God is just and holy." I am ap-" 
prehensive, that in penning this dreadful de- 
nunciation, he did not consider the conse- 
.quences of it ; for, it must be allowed, that 
the disciples violated the command respect- 
ing the sabbath, when Christ '^ went through 
the com-iields, and his disciples plucked the 
pars of com and did eat ; rubbing them in 
their hands/' ^ 

In pages 106 and 107, he says, ^^ It is true, 
^ the old Pharisees did accuse our Lord and 
<' his disciples of sabbath breaking, but I 

neverheard of any, that accused our Lor^, 

or the apostles, of violating the sabbath, 
'^butthe old Pharisees and the Quakers. 
^ And is it not a pity that the Quakers have no 

* LTike, vi. 1'. 
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^ better avrthoric^ to 8ul!>9KHmate tbcir prin- 
•• ciples than the testknony of them oM Phar- 
m*' isccs— and that testimony a felse one too ?'*^ 
Let; these declarations of his he compared 
with the testimony of the evangelist John, 
in relating the circumstance of Christ^s heal- 
ing the impotent man on- the sabbath, and 
commanding him to take up his bed and 
walk ; contrary to the command, •* bear no 
burden on the sabbath day.**^ **■ There- 
fcre," saith the evangelist, **^ the Jewff 
sought the more to kill him, because he not 
only had broken the sabbath, but said also^ 
that God was his Father.'^ ^ It is the eran- 
geliflt himself who says, not the pharisees^ 
diat Christ had broken the sabbath. There- 
lore, IB what a sad predicament has the au- 
tfior placed the disciples of oiir Lord, in the 
heat of his zeal against the Quakers. Let 
u» now examine his own premises, and 
see, if we can find out what sabbath breaking 
is ; and whether he himself is clear in this 
point* 

Page 32, he asserts, that " neither Christ 
•• nor his apostles have ever disannulkd 
^* one of the commandments ; but only ex- 
^ plained them. Therefore, if any man trans* 

Jt 7er. XYu. 2U ^ Iq\xt\» v. \^« 
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** |;re88 the fourth commandment, he is guilty 
** m the sight of Ciodt even as a murderer or a 
<' thief is guilty, because he transgresses one 
^* of the greatest commandments, and in fact 
^ he transgresses all the other six." Now we 
will recur to the fourth commandment ; and 
to the injunctions of the Almighty, in res- 
pect to the observance of it. ^ Remember 
the sabbath day to keep it holy : in it, thou 
shalt not do any work ; thou, nor thy son, 
nor thy daughter, thy man servant, thy maid 
servant, nor thy cattle." ' And further, 
** ye shall kindle no fire dirqughout your 
habitations upon the sabbath day." ^ ^' Who- 
soever doeth any work on the sabbath day, 
he shall surely be put to death." ' None 
were even to gather sticks on the sabbath 
day."" ^' Bear no burden on the sabbath 
day." ° *^ On the seventh day, thou shalt 
rest ; that thine ox and thine ass may 
rest." ^ ^ Let no man go out of his place 
on the seventh day." ^ 

Now I must refer to his assertion, page 22, 
** that the fourth commandment is most bind- 
^' ing." He also says, respecting the keep- 

< Ex. zx. 8. 10. ^ Ex. XXXV. 3. ^ Ex. xxxi. 15. 
» Numb. XV. 32. " ler. xvii. 21. ** Ez.xxiU. 1.3. 
9 Sl. xvl 29. 
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ingof ikt first day of the week instead 
thereof, page 24, <^ it is no change of the 
**' sabbath, but only of the day to be a sab- 
^' bath ;" and in page 22, << the ten command- 
^ ments are all binding on us ; and neither 
'^ Christ nor his apostles have ever disannul- 
'* led one of them." Therefore, upon his own 
principles, unless he has punctually observ- 
ed all the injunctions respecting the sabbadi, 
will he be able to acquit himself, from being 
guilty of a greater crime than a thief or a 
murderer, by violating the fourth command- 
ment in various particulars ? And, if not, has 
he not passed the woful sentence on himself, 
as well as on the Quakers ? For, if the fourth 
command be binding on christians, it must 
be binding in all the strictness of its origi- 
nal institution. 

Our belief is, that it was never designed, 
that the observance of the Jewish sabbath 
should be continued in the gospel dipensa- 
tion. Had it been so, and the observance of 
it of so much importance, as Hibbard makes 
it, I can have no idea that our Saviour would 
have been totally silent on the subject ; for 
we don't find the least intimation of his, or 
his ap ostles ever enjoining the observance 
of any one day, as being more holy than 
another ; yet this author has mdftt.d^Q\)XKCwV 

o 2 
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ed with greater earnestness for the obsenr- 
ance of dbis, and a few outward ceremonies ; 
tKan for all the precepts, moral and divine, 
delivered by our Lord, throu^out the 
whole course of hb manifestation in the 
flesh. Christ was often reproached for 
breaking thcsabbath ; but we never find him 
reproving any for the non-observance of 
this, or any other rituals of the law. The 
acribes and pharisees who were often se- 
verely reprehended by him were very punct- 
ual in observing not only the sabbath, but 
even the very minutiae of the law ; insomuch 
that he tells them ; " Ye pay tithe of mint, 
and anise, and cummin ; and have omitted 
the weightier matters of the law ; judgment, 
mercy and faith ; these ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other undone." *> 
Thus, clearly evincing, that it was vital re- 
ligion, and not ceremonial, which was ac- 
ceptable unto him. 

It is also evident, that die apostle Pavd, 
who had been a zealous observer of the 
law, had not learned of his master, that the 
Jewish sabbath was to be retained, or any 
other day observed in lieu of it ; for, he saith, 
V One man esteemeth one day above anoth- 

4 Mat. zxiiL S^. 
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er f another esteemeth every day alike ; 
let every man be fully persuaded in bis own 
mind.'^' 

Having thus given our sendments res* 
pecting the Jewish sabbath, I hop£ none 
will infer from thence, that I would discour- 
age the observance oJF the iiirst day of the 
week, as a day of rest, religious reurement^ 
and attendance of meetings for divine wor- 
ship ; for, this I highly approve, and wish 
to see didy observed ; and which having 
been ever practised by our society ; I am 
now disposed to state our reasons for so 
doing. Although we do not believe the 
first day tof the week, is either the antitjrpe 
of the Jewish, or yet is the true Christian 
sabbath^ which we view as having a more 
excellent and spiritual meaning , nor can we 
believe th,at there is any inherent holines§ in 
the first day more than any other ; fully* be- 
lieving^ that all days are alike holy in the 
sight olf God our Creator ; and that we are 
under equal obligations on every day to 
walk in fear and reverence before him ; 
yet we consider the setting apart of one day 
in seven for cessation from business, and 
for attending on public worship, and other 
religious services, a reatonabie duty ; judg^^ 

' Rom. liv. 3« 
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ing it fit, at some times, to be freed from 
our outward concerns ; and that servants 
mnd beasts have time allowed them to be 
eiised from their continual labour ; and see- 
ing that professing christians generally use 
the first day of the week for these purposes ; 
and as the law of the land prohibits labour 
on this day, we find ourselves sufiiciently 
induced to do so likewise ; without straining 
the Scriptures for any other reason, which, 
We are fully convinced, is not to be found in 
them. For these reaftons, we hold our 
meetings on the first day of the week ; and, 
I trusty we as carefully abstain from doing 
«ny thing that would interrupt devotional 
acts, as most other societies ; and, as we be* 
lieve it our indispensable duty to meet oftea 
together for the purpose of divine worship, 
we have not considered one day in seven as 
sufficient to be set apart for this purpose ; 
and, therefore, we hold our religious meet* 
ings regularly on two days in the week ; 
and ever have done so, from the first es-> 
tablishment of our society. 

THE RESURRECTION- 

In piige 26, I find his fourth charge in 
these words : ** The Quakers deny the doc- 
f^ trine o{ the resurrection of the body," 
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In which of our authors he has found this 
denial, he docs not say ; nor do I know 
where to find it. 

Page 27, he proceeds, ** When you ask a 

^ Quaker if he believes in the resurrection 

^^ of the body ? he will say, yes ; I believe 

^^ in a resurrection. You are ready to re- 

^ ceive his answer as plain and full ; but 

^ when he explains his doctrine he pretends 

^' to be so spiritual and wise, that instead 

'* of the resurrection of the body, he only 

^ holds a raising of the soul from a state of 

^ death in sin. Is it not strange, that 

*' Quakers do not know that they quibble 

^ and use duplicity by answering a plain 

^ question in such an evasive manner ? The 

^^ resurrection of the body, and redemption 

*• of the soul, are two things." 

And in page 28, he adds, ^^ They will say, 
*' Ah ! I believe in a resurrection. And by 
^ such ambiguous terms and words, they 
^ evade a direct answer, for they do not 
** mean that they believe in the resurrection 
^* of the body. Therefore they transgress 
*' one of their own (and by them considered 
*' very essential) rules, viz. to use plain 
«< language ; that is, speak as you mean, 
^^ and not tell lies to God or man. For 
^' Homer says, He who aptSL^s cotwxtw^ \s> 
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<^ what he means, ougfit to be helcl m^ com- 
<* mon enemy, and bated as the gates o£ 
" Hell." 

How lamentable it is, that the spirit of 
defamation should be so predominant in any 
professing christian, as to upbraid and ridi- 
cule us for not beliering as himself docs, and 
that even in things not essential to salvation ;- 
nor to be ascenained by our investigation f 
He says, " Barclay has not made it »8ub- 
^* ject of discourse in all hi» Apology to giver 
•* any decided opinion." 

I do not suppose that Barclay, (any more 
than his friepds of the present day,)- eonskl* 
tred it so essential a doctrine m to say mack 
on it ; and since it is thus called into notice, 
I am also "wiHing to say, that I do not cov- 
aider a belief in the resurrecdon of the body, 
to be a necessdry article of the chrisciaa 
fttrth : and what great disagreement has 
^isen among those, professing this belief ; 
respecting the manner of it. But, I believct 
}t by no means profitable to indulge in cu- 
rious speculations on the subject; remem- 
bering that '* secret things belong unto the 
Lord our God, but those things that are 
revealed belong unto us^"' for, as we are 
assured, that the imniortal spirits of the 

• Deut xxix. 29. 
I 
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:^ighteoii8 will be accepted in tbe eight of 
^od our -Creator, it oug^t fully to suffice us. 
The 4>eloved disciple of our Lord aaith ; 
'^< how are we the sons of God ; and it dotfa 
^ot yet appeat* what we shall be ; :but wt& 
rinow that, when he shall appear, we srhall be 
-like him ; for we shall see him as he is.'" 

Happy, therefore, are those who have 
:known Him who is " the resurrection and 
the life," to redeem and prepare their souls 
.for:this glorious resurrection unto life eter* 
-nal ; in which, our Saviour tells us, diey 
" are as the angels of God in heaven."^ 

These being my sentiments, I consider it 

ffbreign to the proper business of a christian, 

.to be contending about the resurrection «f 

these bodies, which are but dust, and unio 

.dust shall return ; while the immortal spirit, 

-which is redeemed through the power and 

virtue of Christ, ascends unto God its Cre^ 

ator, to live and enjoy him for ever : as 

saith the wise man, '^ Then shall the dust 

return to the earth, as it was ; and the spirit 

shall return unto God lyho gave it."* 

Page 28, I find these words in a note ; 
<^ Some Quakers say, that the resurrectioa 
'' of Christ was a spiritual resurrection, i.^« 
^' his spirit rose, but not his body." 

» Mil xsH. le. "^ Eccl«s. zU. 7* ' tMai, ixft 2. 
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From whence he gets his authority for this 
assertion, I know not ; having never heard 
the sentiment in our society. But though 
he only accuses some Quakers, I will notice 
it, and say, the Quakers believe all that is 
written in Scripture respecting Jesus Christ ; 
that he was bom of the virgin Mary ; suf- 
fered under Pontius Pilate ; was crucified 
and buried in the sepulchre of Joseph, of 
Arimathea; rose again the third day ; and, 
at sundry times, appeared unto his disciples, 
who have given full testimony of his resur- 
rection. 

Having thus briefly given my sentiments 
on this subject, I feel no disposition to enter 
into disputation, or nice disquisition, on a 
subject not essential to salvation ; and 
which, man, by the utmost exertion of the 
powers of his mind, cannot investigate or 
determine ; for, all his researches must end 
as they began. 

I consider it of infinitely greater impor- 
tance for all to ^* give diligence to make 
their calling and election sure.'*vf For, *' m 
every nation, he that feareth God, and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted wich 
him-'** We never find the Saviour of man- 
kind leading his disciples into curious spe- 

^aPet.i. U. 'Acts, X. 25. 



culative inquiries ; but the whole' tenor of 
his doctrine is to recommend and enforce 
practical religion ; as that which alone can 
ensure salvation. He testifies, '^ I am the 
resurrection and the life : he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live ; and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me^ shall never die."^ 

BAPTISM. 

He next asserts, as his fifth charge, page 
32, " Quakers deny the ordinanci.»s of 
<* Christ, viz. the sacrament of the Lord's 
** Supper, and Baptism. Barclay's Apol. 
*' piige 424 and 485. 

*' When the reader has examined what 
«* Mr. Barclay and others of the order are 
<^ pleased to call argument on the subject : 
** and proving his propositions ; they will 
'' find them to read thus : Therefore it is 
" plain — Having proved before — It can be 
** proved — It was to cease — It is not com- 
** manded — Our adversaries are divided in 
** their opinion — I shall prove — Many did 
** not believe it — It is not Christ's baptism 
** — I have proved before — Our adversaries 
*^ cannot deny — We know the true light now 
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<« thineth-^It will enlighten all — We shall 
** prove. 

^' Thus they assert and affirm* And an 
*^ assertion proves an affirmation^ and an 
*^ affirmation proves an assertion. In this 
^^ way they can prove any thing, and prove 
" it by the Scripture too." "' 

These mutilated quotations from Barclay, 
as well as all his animadversions upon the 
subjiect, fully evince, this was the only 
method he could devise, to get over Bar- 
clay's clear and cogent reasoning ; and also 
expose the disposition of the writer, and 
his injustice towards the Quakers. But 
although his assertions and remarks upon 
this subject, may be of such a kind» as in 
themselves merit no reply, yet, for the in- 
formation of those unacquainted with us, I 
will endeavour to explain our sentiments 
thereon. 

John the Baptist pointing out the essen- 
tial difference between his own baptism aiui 
that of Christ, says, ^^ I indeed baptize you 
with water; but one mightier than I Com- 
eth ; the latchet of whose shoes, I am not 
worthy to unloose : he shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost and with fire."* Again, 

* Lukej ill. 16. 
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^* I said, I am not the Christ ; but that I am 
sent before bim. He must increase, but I 
must decrease."* 

These are dear demonstrations that the 
baptism of John, and ths^; of Christ, were 
two distinct and different baptisn^s ; the one 
outward, shadowy, and tj^ical, to continue 
only until the completion of the outward, 
legal dispensation, which is superseded by 
the dispensation of the Messiah, the great 
antitype thereof. 

The baptism of John being thus outward, 
in elementary water, could only purify the 
body ; and herein as a type^ it clearly re- 
presents the baptism of Christ ; which being 
inward and spiritual, operateth to the puri- 
fication of the soul. Thus, the baptism of 
Christ being that of the Holy Ghost and 
fire, according to John's testimony, was to 
increase ; and is to be experimentally wit- 
nessed by the true believers in Christ ; not 
only down to the present day ; but is ever 
to continue in the gospel dispensation. 

As we do not find in Scripture either 
precept or example from Christ, which, in 
our opinion, requires the continuance of 
water baptism>we believe thatitwastoceasc 

- John, Ui. 28, SO. 
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with the rituds of the law ; and, therefore, 
we feel ourselves warranted in omitting the 
use of it, and cleaving to the one saving bap- 
tism, so emphatically described in various 
parts of the New Testanient, as, " one 
Lord, ope fsith, one baptism.'* Hence, as. 
there is one Lord, one true faith, so like- 
wise there is only one true and saving bap- 
tism, which is not John's baptism with 
water, but that of Christ with the Holy* 
Ghost and fire. Accordingly, the apostle, 
speaking of saying baptism, describes it as 
** not the putting away the filth of the flesh, 
but the answer of a good conscience towards 
God bv the resurrection of Jesus Christ.*''* 
The nature and blessed effects of this saving 
baptism are thus pointed out by the apostle 
Paul : " For as many of you as have been 
b:\ptized into Christ, have put on Christ."** 
" For by one spirit are we all baptized 
into one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, whether we be bond or free ; 
and have been all made to drink into 
one spirit."** And again, ** know ye not, 
that so many of us as were baptized into 
Jesus Christ, were baptized into his death ; 
therefore we are buried with him by bap* 

tism into death ; that like as Christ was 

.♦ 

* I Pet. iii. 31. ^ Oal. iii. 2r. *» 1 Cor. xii. 13. 
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raised up from the dead, by the glory of 
the Father, even so we also should walk in 
.newness of life.'** 

These texts are very descriptive of the 
nature of Christ's baptism ; which, no doubt, 
this holy aposde well understood : as also 
the nature of John's baptism with water, 
when he thanked God, that he baptized none 
of them, but Crispus. and Gaius -/ with a 
few others whpm be there mentions ; de- 
claring that Christ sent him not to baptize, 
but to preach the gospel. 

Now, as Christ commanded his apostles 
to baptize all nations, the apostle Paul, who 
was not a whit behind the chiefest of them, 
if he had believed water baptism to be the 
baptism of Christ, could have had no cause 
to thank God, for omitting the use of it. I 
would therefore query, whether any can 
suppose, that Paul had not as full a commis- 
sion from Christ, as any one of the apos- 
tles, seeing he ^* laboured more abundantly 
than they all?"8 If that be granted, and 
. that the command in Mat. xxviii, did not 
authorize him to baptize with water, how 
then does it any one after him i 

« Rom. vi. 3, 4. ' 1 Cop. i.i4. ^. 

« 1 Cor. XT. 10. 

£ 2 
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Hibbafd remarks in his work, page 105, 
** that till the Romans destroyed Jerusalem, 
*^ the Jewish christians shewed a respect 
*^ to the ancient sabbath, and the apos- 
** ties very often took the opportunity of 
^* preaching to the Jews as they thereon as- 
*' sembled in their sjniagogues." This 
serves to prove, that it was a considerable 
time before their attachment to the Jewish 
rites was entirely worn off. And although 
we believe that the baptism of water was to 
decrease, and give place to the baptism of 
Christ , yet it is evident, that some of the 
apostles were more or less in the use of it 
for atim^, as they were also of other things 
enjoined under the law, such as abstain- 
ing frpm things strangled, and from blood: 
so, likewise, some of the believers contend- 
ed strongly for circumcision, which indeed 
we don't find expressly disannulled by- 
Christ any more than water baptism ; and 
it appears also, that Paul circumcised Tim- 
othy, because of the Jews, and that he bap- 
tized a few ; but it doth not appear that he 
had a divine commission for either. The 
apostles continuing for a time in the use of 
water baptism ; or even their commanding 
it in one or two instances, is not the Mas- 
ter's command. But it doth not appear that 
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he bad seen meet to forbid them, knowing* 
their attachment to the rituals of the law ; 
and that they could not bear that he should 
open to them at once the fulness of his spir- 
itual dispensation, even as he told them/^ I 
have yet many things to say unto you ; but 
ye cannot bear them now : howbeit^' when 
he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide 
you into all truth ; for he shall not speak of 
himself ; but whatsoever he shall hear that 
shall he speak ; and he will shew you things 
to come : he shall glorify me ; for he shall 
receive of mine, and shall shew it unto 
you."** And, thus, I conceive that the apos- 
tles were, from time to time, illuminated by 
the Spirit of truth or Holy Ghost, whereby 
they came more fully to understand the 
spiritual nature of the gospel dispensation ; 
and as they experienced more and more oJF 
its excellency, they were gradually delivered 
from their attachment to the rituals of the 
law ; which Peter calls a yoke that neither 
they, nor their fathers, were able to bear. 
Nor doth it appear, that the apostles under- 
stood the extent of the command of Christ, 
" Go and teach all nations ;'* until Peter, 
by an extraordinary vision, was prepared to- 

*» John, xv>, 12. &c. 
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go to the house of Cornelius ; and yet he 
was reproved by the brethren for so doing ; 
therefore, it is no marvel, if they did not im- 
mediately lose their attachment to water 
baptism ; but I conceive that those instan- 
ces of the apostles' using this ceremony ; or 
Peter's commanding it in a particular in- 
stance, no more perpetuates it, than James' 
command to " anoint the sick with oil in 
the name of the Lord," is perpetuated. Is 
not the determination of the apostles and 
elders, when assembled at Jerusalem, to con- 
sider of the important question relative to 
circumcision, still more binding on c^hristians 
in all its parts, seeing it had the following 
sanction of this general conference ? ^' It 
§eemed good to the Holy Ghost, and. to us, 
to lay upon you no greater burden than those 
necessary things ;'** which are there enumer- 
ated ; but neither water baptism, the sup- 
per, nor the sabbath, was enjoined, or. even 
named, for the observance of the Gentiles. 
Our Saviour saith, ^^ He that believeth, and 
is baptized, shall be saved."*^ 

Now, as it is evident, from the declara- 
tions both of Christ and John, that their 
two baptisms are totally distinct ; can any 

' Act9, xv. 28: ^ Mark, xvi. 1^. 
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one imagine that our Saviour here meant 
the baptism of John with water, instead of 
his own, as being essential to salvation i 
Kay ! I conceive it derogatory to the mis- 
sion of Christ, and the nature of his bap- 
tism-^The one essential baptism must 
therefore necessarily be the baptism of 
Christ ^ of whom it was expressly testified, 
*' he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire, whose fan is in his hand, and 
he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gath- 
er his wheat into the gamer ; but. he will 
bum up the chafF with unquenchable fire."f 
The sentiments of William Dell, a minis- 
ter of the Episcopal church, who wrote on 
baptism, before we were embodied as a so- 
ciety, are very consonant to ours. After 
having clearly pointed out the distinction 
between the baptism of John, and that of 
Christ, he proceeds, ^* By these things it is 
evident, that Christ's baptism and John's are 
distinct ; and, therefore, as what God hath 
joined, no man ought to put asunder, so 
what God hath put asunder, no man ought 
to join ; as if the baptism of Christ were in- 
sufficient and incomplete, except we should 
add to it the baptism of John ; which is ex- 

f Mat. liL 11. 1^ 
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ceediQgly to eclipse the brightness of the Son 
of God, and to draw a veil over the greatest 
glory of the New Testament, which is the 
baptism of the Spirit." See DeWs Treatise 
on Baptism^ page 9. 

This inward spiritual baptism, therefore, 
is the only one we thmk consistent with the 
nature and spirituality of the Gospel Dis-- 
pensation ; as it is the only one, which in 
its operation, is effectual to the sanctification 
of the soul. 

In page 34, Hibbard quotes a passage from 
Barclay's Apology, and makes his comments 
on it in these words, as his sixth charge a* 
gainstus ; ^^ Th^ Quakers declare th^the 
*' aposdes (and of course) ministers were 
^ authorized to baptize widi the Holy Ghost. 
^ Barclay's Apology, page 433,.-»his words 
^ are, ^^ Therefore the bapusm colnmanded 
by Christ to his apostles was not water 
baptism. That baptism which Christ com- 
manded his apostles was the one baptism, 
id est his own baptism." ^^>s affirma- 
tion of Mr. Barclay signifie^ipat the min- 
isters of Christ are authorized to baptize 
with the Holy Ghost. Not in the name 
of, but with the Holy Ghost, u e. a powr 
er to confer the Holy Ghost on whomso- 
ever the minister chooses as an object 
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^ worthy of this blessing. Besides it im- 
^^ plies a power to control or command 
«« him." 

How any reasonable person could draw 
such unfounded inferences from this passage 
in Barclay, must, I conceive, appear unac- 
countable to every candid reader ; seeing 
there is nothing in Barclay's expressions, 
that leans, in the least degree, towards the 
minister's having a power to confer the 
Holy Ghost en whom he chooses, or to com- 
mand him. 

We are very far from the presumption 
which he charges us with ; but are well as- 
sured, that of ourselves we can do nothing ; 
and yet believe, that the true disciples of 
Christ can do all things required, or com- 
manded, through his grace strengthening 
•them : therefore,nothing-canbe justly ascri- 
bed to man, as the instrument, but all to 
Him from whom the power and virtue pro- 
ceed. • 

In order that the reader may be enabled 
to judge of our sentiments on this subject, 
as stated by Barclay, I will here insert a 
short extract from his explanation, in his 
own words. He says, " Baptizing with 
the spirit is somewhat further thaxr testchiny^ 
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•r informing the understanding ; for it im^ 
ports a reaching to, and melting the heart ; 
whereby it is turned, as well as the under- 
standing informed."' again; ^^ Baptism 
with the Spirit, though not wrought without 
Christ and his grace, is instrumentally done 
by men, fitted of God for that purpose ; and 
therefore, no absurdity follows that baptism 
with the Spirit should be expressed as the 
action of the aposdes. For though it be 
Christ by his grace that gives spiritual gifts^ 
yet the apostle, Rom. i. 1 1, speaks of his 
imparting to them spiritual gifts. And he 
tells the Corinthians, that he had begotten 
them through the gospel.'^ And yet to be- 
get people to the faith, is the work of Christ 
and his grace, not of men. To convert the 
heart is properly the work of Christ ; and 
yet the Scripture oftentimes ascribes it to 
men as being the instruments. And since 
Paul's commission was to turn people from 
darkness to light (though that be not done 
without Christ's co-operating by his grace) 
so may also baptizing with the Spirit be ex* 
pressed as performable by man, as the in- 
strument ; though the work of Christ's grace 
be needful to concur thereimto. So that it 
in no absurdity to say, that the apostles did 

ft 

»» 1 C*r. iv. V5. 
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administer the baptism of the Spirit." Set 
Barclay^s Apology^ poig^ 435.* 

Consonant to this, are the expressions of 
the apostle Peter : ** As I began to speak, 
the Holy Ghost fell on them, a^ on us at the 
beginning. Then remembered I the word 
of thb Lord, how that he said ; John indeed 
baptized with water ; but ye shall be bapti- 
zed with the Holy Ghost."'' How evident- 
ly clear it is, that Peter considered the Ho- 
ly Ghost's falling on them at that time, 
dirough the medium of his ministry, to be 
Christ's baptism with the Holy Ghost ; by 
hia referring so immediately to it on this oc- 
casion. To this may bevadded other expres- 
sions of the same apostle : ^^ unto us they 
did minister the things which are now re- 
ported unto you, by them that have preach- 
ed the gospel unto you, with the Holy Ghost, 
sent down from heaven."^ And I believe 
that down to the present day, a portion oi^ 
measure of the baptismal influence of the 
Spirit of Christ, or Holy Ghost, is necessa- 

* It is necessary to remark that the quotations ar6 
tftken from the old edition of Barclay's Apology. 
To make the pag-es of the old and new editions 
correspond, 1 i> pa^es must be added to ths old. 

• Acts xi. 15. = 1 Peter i. 12. 
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ry to constitute true gospel ministrjr, and 
does accompany it. 

I will adduce one more passage of our 
accuser on this subject, where he says, page 
35, ^^ To say that any man is endued 
^^ with power to baptize with the Holy 
^^ Ghost, is a bold presumption, because 
*^ Christ no where commands it ; and it is 
*^ a bold blasphemy, because it is arrogating 
^^ a power that makes, the man or minister 
** equal with Christ." ' 

I answer, he has asserted what he has 
not proved ; in saying, Christ no where 
commanded it ; for, Christ has commanded 
his disciples to teach and baptize : and, un-^ 
less it is clearly proved from Scrpture, 
which I don't find has been, or can be dotie, 
that it was John's, or water baptjsm, that 
he commanded, the charge of blasphemy is 
presumption in this author. And I own, 
we as a society believe, that it was the bap- 
tism of the Holy Ghost, that Christ allud- 
ed to in the command, ^^ Go, teach all na- 
tions, baptizing them," Sec. and who will de- 
ny that Christ has power to enable his min- 
isters to do whatever he commands ? seeing 
he expressly told them : " all power is giv- 
en unto me in Heaven and in earth — and lo, 
I am with you always, even unto the end of 
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the world."*' And can it be justly styled 
presumption, to believe it possible to fulfil 
the commands of Christ ? or that it makes a 
a man or minister equal with him, any 
more than speaking ^^ as they are moved of 
the Holy Ghost j''*! or preaching with the 
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, as the 
apostle testified i 

I apprehend it is universally allowed by 
Christians, that the declaration of Christ, 
" ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost," 
was verified on the day of Penticost ; when 
it is said, " they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost." Peter was one of this com- 
pany who were thus filled, and afterwards 
says, ^^ as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost 
fell on them, as on us at the beginning." 
Now, if on die day of Penticost, Christ's 
baptism was by himself immediately ad- 
ministered, so, also, it was^ in this instance, 
instrumentally, through the apostle's min- 
istry. Peter himself considered it so ; for, 
in consequence of this effect of his ministry 
on the hearers, he immediately recuredto 
the promise ; ^^ ye shall be baptized with 
the Holy Ghost." 

Now, if we are guilty of blasphemy iu 

f Mat xxviii. 20: ^ 2 Pet i. 9X 
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believing that Christ's baptism with the 
Holy Ghos^ may, and doth accompany tn^e 
gospel ministry, does it not implicate Peter 
also in the same charge ? 

After our Saviour had blessed and bro- 
ken the loaves, they were communicated to 
the multitude through the medium of the 
disciple.^ ; bi;t the blessing and increase 
thereof were only his ; in like manner, the 
baptizing power pf the Holy Gho§t, ac- 
companying gospel ministry, i? only from 
Him, who commanded his disciples to 
*' teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of tlie Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost ?"^ 

Hibbard says, page 35, " Is it not a pity 
" that Quakers did not see a difference be- 
" tween baptizing in the name of, and bap- 
" tizing with the Holy Ghost." 

The name is a term, often used in Scrip- 
ture, to signify the power and virtue ; thus, 
baptizing in the name, we understand to be in 
tht power and virtue of the spirit, which the 
apostles received, when the Holy Ghpst W3s 
conferred upon them, not in water ; i^ not 
being named, or implied, in the text. But 
Eis the apostles' hearts became replem- 

^ Mat. xxviil 19 



[ 



liAPTISM. 5$ 

'ished with this divine power and virtue, by 
which they were enabled to minister the 
word to others, it wrought on the hearts of 
the hearers, whereby these also became 
baptized into a feeli^ug; of the same divine 
life, power, and virlSe, which accompanied 
the apostles, whose ministry was thus ren- 
dered effectual to the baptizing in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost* 

It was by virtue of this name, that the 
apostles wrought miracles, not by any 
power or holiness which they as men po«- 
^essed ; ' as Peter declared, when the impo- 
tent man was healed ; but '^ his name, 
through faith in his name'* (i. e. the power of 
Christ) ^' hath made this man strong, whom 
ye see arid know ;"' and, by it, the sick were 
healed, and the dead raised. Were not 
these signs and wonders which were done 
by the apostles, as great an evidence of the 
divine power, as their ministry's being ac- 
companied with the baptizing influence of 
his holy spirit, whereby it thus wrought on 
the minds of the hearers ? Not that we be- 
lieve any man or minister hath this power 
at all at his command, or can confer the 
same on whomsoever be chooses (as Hib- 

* Acta, in. 16. 
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tmrd affirms) any more, Uiao that the apoa 
des could work miracles' by any power in 
berent in themselves as men, which, I pre 
Bume, no one contends they ever did. 

THE LORiyS SUPPEH. 

As Hibbard connects what he calls di< 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper with bap 
tism, and charges us with error, as denyiii] 
it ; referring to Barclay, page 465, as hi 
authority ; but giving no further ezplana 
tion ; hia readers are left under the necei 
sity of examining Barclay upon this subjcci 
in order to discover fully what our senti 
ments are ; Which I desire them to do, be 
fore they censure or condemn us. But, fo 
the sake of those who may not have this op 
portunity, I am willing to remark, that a 
I cannot believe, that the using of elemen 
tary water, or the putting away the filth c 
the flesh, is the baptism of Christ ; so nei 
ther can I admit, that the mere partakin; 
of outward bread and wine, can by as; 
means nourish the soul ; nor that it was in 
tended by Christ to perpetuate this, (whid 
was originally but the Jewish passover,) a 
a stan^ng ordinance in his church, anj 
more than the washing of one another's feet 



^nrhich he not only recommended by his ex- 
ample, hut also enjoined by a special ex- 
hortation, more pressing than for the ob- 
servance of the Supper. 

We fully believe the Jewish passover to 
have been a divine institution, appointed by 
the Almighty, for the children of Israel to 
ob^ierve as a memorial of their preservation, 
when the destroying Angel was sent forth 
to slay the first born in Egypt, that the sig- 
nal deliverance experienced by them, might 
be kept in. grateful remembrance from one 
generation to another,; and it appears that 
jChrist who came not to destroy the law, 
.but to fulfil it, observed this, as well as 
other rituals of the law ; and he saith : 
*' verily I say unto you, ** till heaven and 
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 
wise pass from the law till all be fulfilled.'" 
We thus believing, that Christ, the high 
priest of good things to come, having ful- 
filled the law ; and abolished the outward 
observance of those legal rites and ceremo- 
nies, which were to cease at the ushering in 
of his more excellent, spiritual dispensation, 
)iath also completely fulfilled this ordinance 
at the last supper with his disciples, when 
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he said, " I will not any more eat thereof, 
until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God ;'* 
and of the cup ; " I will not drink of the 
fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God 
shall come.*'" We therefore believe, th*t 
thenceforward, the true Christian supper, 
represented by the outward passover, is 
inward and spiritual. There are many 
sayings of our Lord that might be adduced, 
which must be understood in a spiritual 
sense ; and by which it is evident, that in 
speaking of himself, as the bread which 
came down from heaven, he meant the di- 
vine nature, of which the believers must 
partake, in order that they might have life 
in themselves ; for, he expressly saith, " I 
am the living bread which came down from 
Heaven ; if any man eat of this bread, he 
shall live forever ; and the bread that I will 
give is my flesh ; which I will give, for the 
life of the world :" Yet the carnal Jews 
** Strove amongst themselves, saying, how 
can this man give us his flesh to eat. Then 
Jesus said unto them ; verily, verily, I say 
unto you, except you eat the flesh of the 
son of man, and drink his blood, ye have 
no life in you. As the living Father haA 
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snt me, and I live by the father, so he that 
ateth me, even he shall live by me."" He 
Iso calls their attention from flesh to spirit 
tt these words : " It is the spirit that quick- 
neth ; the flesh profiteth nothing : the 
T^ords that I speak unto you, they are spirit 
nd they are life.'"^ From diese ample tes- 
imonies, and others of similar import, we 
hink it clearly evident, that the partaking 
»f the bread of life here alluded to, must be 
mderstood to import that communion, or 
participation of his flesh and blood spiritu- 
Jly, or, in other words, his divine nature, 
yy which, all the souls of true believers arc 
^[uickened and made alive unto God. And 
ilthough it is represented in the similitude 
3f eating and drinking, yet it changeth not, 
but remains in us the same eternal principle 
of life and virtue, even «s Christ himself 
testifies of the water which he shall give, 
that it shall be in him who drinketh of it) 
" a well of water springing up into everlast- 
ing life:"* 

Thus, as the soul comes to partake of 
this living bread and water, it is thereby 
nourished up unto eternal life. And this 
is what we call the true supper of our Lord, 

^ J«lin, vi. 51, 57. '*' John, Ti. 63. « John} it. 14. 
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of which that outward supper was a type and 
figure. Therefore, we cannot have the 
least doubt respecting the spirituality of his 
meaning, when he said; "Take, eat, this 
is my body," and of the cup ; " this is my 
blood of the New Testament, which is shed 
for many, for the remission of sins ;"y nor 
can we suppose, that the all-wise being ever 
designed that a type or shadow should point 
to an outward ceremony ; the design of 
types and figures being to point to the sub- 
stance. But, notwithstandmg this remains 
to be a great mystery to many, even of the 
wise and prudent of this world, who may 
despise and deny this spiritual communion, 
yet we believe there are those not only 
amongst us, but in the various denomina- 
tions of Christians, who clearly see it to be 
consistent with Scripture doctrine, and also 
experimentally know the same to be no 
cunningly devised fables, but substantial 
truth. Thus, as we do not understand those 
words of Christ in a literal sense, we can- 
not but esteem the outward observance of 
these ordinances unnecessary ; seeing that 
** Christ our passover is sacrificed for ub/'« 
'^ blotting out the hand writing of ordinss*'' 



y Mat. xxvl 26, 2S: » 1 Gor. v. 7: 
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Q0S that was against us, which was contrary 
to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it 
to his cross. Wherefore, if ye be dead with 
Christ, from the rudiments of the world, 
why as though living in the world are ye 
subject to ordinances, (Touch not, taste 
not, handle not, which all are ta perish with 
the using,) after the commandments and 
doctrines of men V\ 

PLAIN LANGUAGE, &c. 

In his seventh charge, page 35, he says ^ 
*^ The Quakers teach for doctrine the com- 
^< mandments of men. Having rejected the 
^< ordinances of Christ, calling them carnal 
^* ordinances, classing them with the rudi- 
*^ ments of the world ; and those that ob- 
" serve to worship God in the use of theix^ 
" they call blind; carnal, out of Christ, not yet 
'* in the true light, enemies and adversaries 
" to them. They take George Fox for their 
*' oracle. He was the institutor of those 
" ordinances held sacred among the Quak- 
<^ ers ; such as wearing his hat in time of 
** meeting, and while eating, his thee and 
** thou to a single person, his refusing to 
** say good morrow or good by, but how 

•Colvii.H20j 
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^< does thee do, farewell. His saying first 
^^ day, second day, first month, second 
** month. His never saying, yes sir, or no 
^* sir ; but yes, no. His calling men by 
** their given names, as, Peter, John, Rich- 
*' ard. His refusing to say Mr. Mrs. His 
*' plain dress, &c. Fox's Jour. Ist vol. 
" page 29. Where the reader may see 
" from what authority he has those ordi- 
^< nances. He says from God, so did Ma- 
** homet ; but who believes either. I dont 
« -.^however Barclay does, for he says in 
** his Apol. page 529, " Now kneeling, 
" bowing, and uncovering the head is the 
<^ alone outward signification of our adora- 
^* tion towards God, and therefore it is not 
*' lawful to give it unto man." By this we 
*' are taught, that it is unlawful to take off 
'* the hat (whether a fiat or a high crown'd 
** one) on every occasion. To take off the 
** hat in time of meeting is unlawful. To 
*' take off the hat while eating and drinking 
*' (and I don't know but while sleeping) is 
" unlawful. To take 6ff the hat when in a 
" neighbour's house, or in any court ; as 
** the Congress or Assembly, or in the pre- 
*' sence of any person or beast, even dog or 
" cat is unlawful, unless we are preaching 
'^ or praying." Again, page 39, "Who, I' 
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^^ ask, does not see spirit and life in thee 
'^ and thou, especially when it is spoken 
" with the hat on ?'* And, page 54, in what 
he calls the Quaker's plea, at the bar of God, 
he has these words : ^< and have we not 
** honoured thee by saying, thee and thou 
^ to a single person, and by wearing 6ur 
•* hats,— we suffered many things for wear- 
*^ ing our hats and saying thee and thou ; it 
** was a great cross to deny ourselves." 

Can any one suppose, such ridicule as 
this was learned in the school of Christ ; 
whose servaht he professes to be ; and also 
professes to speak and act according to the 
will of God ? In ridiculing the language of 
thee and thou, he ridicules not only us, but 
the language of all the inspired penmen of 
the Scriptures ; and even that of our Savi- 
our himself ; seeing they use no other lan- 
guage to a single person. 

He calls it an ordinance of George Fox ; 
but it is of much older standing, and from 
higher authority than George Fox. " In 
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die ;"*" was God's language to Adam ; 
and, immediately after his transgression, 
«^ Where art thou ? — Who told thee that 

^ Gen. ii. IT. 
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thou wast naked ? hast thou eaten of the tree 
whereof I commanded thee that thou 
fihouldest not eat."^ This was the origin of 
thee and thou to a single person ; which is 
the uniform llanguage of Scripture from be* 
ginning to end* 

In pages lOr and IO89 he says, *^ As for 
<^ thee and thou, though as I said, it was 
" proper according to latin grammar, yet 
^' the £nglish grammar did allow you to be 
^< in the singular ; but that we had no com- 
" mand in Scripture to confine ourselves to 
** the one mode of thee and thou, in address- 
" ing a single person, any more than we 
" were commanded to be good grammari- 
" ans, or to speak good French, Dutch or 
*^ English." From thence, he proceeds to 
ridicule us, in a light and trifling manner, 
for the observance thereof ; he doubtless 
forgetting, that in so doing, he was also 
trifling with the Scriptures as an example'^ 
and alleging no better excuse for his neglect 
thereof, and inattention to the command 
therein given to Timothy ; " Hold fast the 
form of sound words," than that English 
grammar did allow you to be in the singu- 
lar ; and even this, I conceive, to be noth- 

' Gen. Ui. 9, 11. 



4ng but a Cforruption of grammar, which a 
few grammarians have introduced ^ in order 
to shelter themselves from so open an in* 
consistenicy in the violation of grammai* 
rulesj as the use of the plural number for the 
singular. " 

From the foregoing proof of the origin 
of thee and thou to a single person, I con'« 
elude, that every reader will see the fallacy 
of his assertion, that George Fox was our 
authority therein ; and our calling the da) s 
of the week and months by their proper 
numerical names, as first, second, third, &c. 
is authorized by the example of the inspirecl 
penman. Moses, in writing the history of 
creation, tells us, that ^^ the evening and the 
mofning were the first day ; and the evening 
and the morning were the second day," &c. 
neither have I ever found in Scripture any 
other names for the days of the week, except 
-the seventh day being called the sabbath ; 
and, generally so, respecting the names of 
the months. How then eould this author, 
with so much assurance, assert, that George 
Fox was the institutor thereof ? Certainly, 
this palpable mistake or error of his, leads 
me to doubt his duly esteeming that which 
he professes such a veneration for, as being 
an all-sufficient rule for faith and practice. 
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But, we believe ourselves wammted 
following the example of Scripture in the 
particulars ; and likewise in calling men I 
their proper names ; as Abraham, Isaac, ai 
Jacob ; who, widi the holy prophets ai 
apostles, were called by their g^ven namei 
and we do not find, that they either gave 
received empty tokens of honour: ai 
whose practice we follow, not only as beii 
authorized by their example ; but, as it 
the most simple and plain, so it is the mc 
consistent and rational. Yet we do read 
a certain class who loved greetings in tl 
markets, and to be called of men, Rabi 
Rabbi, which signifies master, (the contra 
tion of which is Mr.) but our Saviour e 
pressly prohibits this, saying, ^' be not ; 
called, Kabbi, for, one is your master, ev^ 
Christ, and all ye are brethren."** The 
are the words of the true Christian's lai 
giver, whom we are commanded to he 
in all things. And, surely, if it was impro 
er for the disciples to be called master^ 
must be for them to call others so. Ai 
what, indeed, would this author think 
Mr« Peter ; or the Rev. Paul ; instead 



^ Mat. zzui. 8. 
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Simon Peter ; or Paul an apostle of Jesus 
Christ. 

I would now query, where could this 
author have learned such of his language as 
you to a single person ? Is it from him who 
said, ^ learn of me : for I am meek and 
lowly m heart :'* or, has he not rather de- 
rired it from the cprrupt custom of the 
world ? For, by authentic accounts, we find, 
that the use of the word you, in address to 
a single person, originated in the servility 
of the Roman subjects, whb almost deifying 
their emperors, thought it a greater token 
of honour to address one of them in the 

!)lural language, by way of flattery, as if 
le were more than one.* I now submit to 
the decision of the reader, whether it be 
most consistent for Christians to adopt the 
uniform language of the Scriptures of truth ; 
or, that which took its rise in the pride of 
the heathen, seeing the Almighty expressly 
commanded his people, " learn not the way 
of the 'heathen ; for, the customs of the peo- 
ple are vain.''* 

• See the accounts of sundry authors, as Luther, 
Erasmus, James Howell Epistles of 8yminachus, an<l 
John Maresius, as noted in Barclay's ApoL page 526. 

* Jer. X. 2, 3. 
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As to the usual manner of saying, go 
morrow ; good by, &c* I no where find 
in Scripture ; but, instead thereof, the wc 
farewell, used as a parting salutation/ Fn 
whence, then, has the mode of salutati 
which he uses been derived ; as well a%tha1 
Mr. Mrs. Sunday, Monday ; January, F< 
ruary, &c ? It will be found, on examinati< 
that they were derived from the pride a 
flattery of men, and from heathen idolatrj 

^Luke, ix. 61, &c. 

• That the reader may have full opportunity 
judge of our reasons for declining the use of tb 
names for the months and days of the week, I h 
here inserted the following extract from an episth 
information and advice on this subject, published 
our Friends in England, in the year 1751. 

A brief account of the origin of the names of some mot 
oj" the year, and of all the days of the vjeei^ now < 
tomarily and comfkonly used. 

I. yanuary was so called from Janus, an anci 
king of Italy, whom heathenish superstition had ( 
iied, to whom a temple was built, and this mo 
dedicated. 

II. February was so called from Februa, a w 
denoting purgation by sacrifices ; it being usual 
this month, for the priests of the heathen god P 
to offer sacrifices and perform certain rites, cond 
ing, as was supposed, to the cleansing or purgat 
of the people. 

JIL March Vik9 so denominated (torn M«x«»€el^ 
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We, therefore, consider it our duty to de- 
cline the use of them, and adhere to the 
uniform example of the Old and New Tes- 
taments ; and believe that in this, as well 

to be theffod of "war, whom Romulus, founder of the 
Roman empire, pretended to be ])is father. 

IV. April is generally supposed to derive its name 
from the Greek appellation of Venus, an imaginary 
goddess* worshipped by the Romans. 

V. May is said to have been so called from Maia, 
the mother of Mercury, another of their pretended 
ethnick deities, to whom, in this month, they paid 
their devotions. 

VI. yune is said to take its name from Juno, one of 
the supposed goddesses of the heathens- 

VII. July, so called from Julius Caesar, one of the 
Roman emperors, who gave his own name to this 
month, which before was called Quintiiis, or the 
fifth. 

VIII. August, so named in honour of Augustus 
Caesar, another of the Roman emperors. This month 
was before called Sextilis, or the sixth. 

The other four months, namely, September, October, 
November, and December, still retain their numerical 
Latin names, which, according to the late regulation 
of the Calendar, will, for the future, be improperly 
applied. However, from, the continual use of them 
hitherto, as well as from the practice of the Jews be- 
fore the Babylonish captivity,* it seemeth highly pro* 
bable, that the method of distinguishing the months 
by their numerical order only, was the most ancient^ 
as it is the most plain, simple, and rational. 

At the idolatrous Romans thus gave names to sev- 
eral of the months in honour of their pretended dft.U 

* See tAe Scriptures to tfie time of ILzra* 
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as many other particulars, we have evinc 
a more sincere esteem for the sacred wr 
ings, than this author appears to have doi 

ties ; 9o, the like idolatry preTailing among our S 
on ancestors, induced them to call the days of ' 
vreek, by the name of the idol» which, on that d 
they particularly worshipped. Htfnce, 

The Firtt day of the week, was by them, cal 
Sandi^, from their customary adoration of the i 
UD that day. 

The Jeoom/ day of the week they called Mond 
from their usual custom of worshipping the Moon 
that day. 

The T%iTxi day of the week f hey named Tuesc] 
ID honour of one of their idols called Tuisco. 

The Fourth day of the week, was called Wednes<l 

fipom the appellation of Woden, another of their id 

The Fjftk day of the week was called Thursc 

from the name of an idol called Thor, to whom t 

paid their derotions on that day. 

The Sixth day of the week was termed Fric 
from the name of Friga, an imaginar)' goddess, 
them worshipped. 

The Seventh day they styled Saturday, as is sup| 
ed, from Saturn, orSeater, by them then worshipp 

The Children of Israel, the people whom God ch 
out of all the families of the earth to place his ns 
among, and to make himself known unto, were str 
}y commanded, not only to abstain from the idojatr 
practices of the nations, in the midst of whom t 
dwelt, but were enjoined to be circumspect ii 
things that the Lord commanded, and even to m 
no mention of the names of other Gods, nehhe: 
let it be heard out of their mouth, £xod. zxiii. 
This injunction was not relative to any legal or typ 
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These being remains of the corruptions in« 
produced among the professors, of chris.ttaiii<- 
ty, v^hich, with many others, crept ip a- 

ritQSy ezternid ceienionies, or institutions of the lw9 
peculiar to the Jewish nation, but was a perpetual 
command and standing ordinance, respecting the 
koffkoor of one Almighty Being, the same yesterday, 
to-day, aiid forever, and at such, ought to be regard- 
^ed by us, and by all the generations of those >yho 
irith the heart believe, as -well as with the tongue 
coafesf, that the Lord he is God, and that there it 
noqe else besides him, Deut iv. S5, who hath de* 
clared I am the Lord, that is my name, and my glorgr 
vn\\ I not give to another, neither my praise to graven 
images. Isaiah, xlii. 8. 

Convinced of this great and everlasting truth, both 
by the testimony of the holy Scripture, and the mant* 
festation of that divine principle, which leads those 
vhosre iaithful to its teachings, from all that would 
tdithonour the name of God either in word or deed, 
our ancient friends were conscientiously concerned td 
r^frun from the use of those names m months -and 
days which had been ascribed by way of honour to the 
idols of the heathen, and in conformity to their false 
worships i this cenoem rested upon them from a firm 
persuasion, that the glorious gospel day and time 
was come, wherein the Lord was fulfilling his cove- 
nant with Israel, viz. I will take away the names of 
Baalim* out of his mouth, and they shall no more bp 
remembered by their name. Hosea, ii. 17. 

• 

* This word Baalim, being the plural number of 
Baal, signifying Lord, has relation to the names of 
divers idols of the heathen, wdrsmppod in severi^V 
jllacet. 
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mongst them in times of darkness and apos- 
tacy ; among which, was that of uncovering 
the head in shew of honour to men, with di- 
vers flattering titles, as your honor ; your 
lordship ; the Rev* &c. all which^ we be- 
lieve, were introduced to gratify the un^- 
reasonable humours of proud ambitious men* 
We, therefore, reject them as being repug- 
nant to the nature and spirit of Christianity ; 
and apprehend, that herein our practice* is 
consistent with the general tenor and ex- 
ample of Scripture,* which is clearly evin- 
ced in the cautionary precept of Elisha ; 
^< Let me not, I pray you, accept any man's 
person ; neither let me give flauering titles 
unto man ; for, I know not to give flatter- 
ing titles : in so doing, my Maker would soon 
take me away."* 

Our Saviour also saith : ** How can ye 
believe which receive honour oii^ of anoth- 
er ; and seek not the honour that* cemeth 
from God only.*'^ 

It doth not appear, that the holy men of old un- 
covered their heads before kings and princes. See 
the three holy men cast into the fiery furnace, witk 
. their hats on. Dan. iii. 21. 



s Job. xxxii. 21. ^ John y. 44« 
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We, therefore, professing to be his fol- 
lowers, not only decline the use of the fore- 
mentioned tokens of honor, but also those 
of bowing the body, and uncovering the 
head to man, these being tokens of rever- 
ence due to the Almighty alone. But, any 
such thing as an ordinance for keeping on 
the hat in time of meeting, and while eating, 
as this author alleges, I have never kno\m 
in our society. We wear our hats, as our 
other clothes, for usefulness and conven- 
ience : — keep them ' on, or off, as is most 
comfortable, both at the table and else- 
where : and, consistent with apostolic doc- 
trine,' the minister, while in the exercise of 
his public mission, hath his head uncover- 
ed : and, from a sense of the awfulness of 
approaching the Divine Majesty in vocal 
supplication, when a minister is thus enga- 
ged, we manifest our reverence by uncover- 
ing our heads. 



I apprehend the reader has ere this dis- 
covered the fallacy of Hibbard's asserted 
bt'lief, that our principles and forms are 



1 Cor. XI. 4. 
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hostile to the Scriptures ; seeing that we 
practise according to our real sense ax^d un- 
derstanding of them. But, what judgment 
can I form of his practice, who so strenuous- 
ly contends, that the Scriptures are not onl]^ 
tbte word of God, but also an all-sufficieiit 
rule for faith and practice ? Surely, if they 
are the all-suflicient and only rule, it is the 
duty of every professing christian to observe 
and follow their example, as well as pre- 
cept, in all things whiqjii are evidently clear, 
whether great or small. And we find, that 
when our Saviour reproved the Scribes and 
Pharisees for omitting the weightier mat- 
ters of the law, he did not condemn even 
the paying of tithe of mint, anise, and cum- 
min ; but, on the contrary, says : *' These 
ought ye to have done, and not to leave the 
other undone.*'k 

PLAINNESS OF DRESS. 

Hibbard asserts, as before stated, page 36y 
that we take George Fox for our oracle in 
that of " his plain dress, &c." 
• Does it not bespeak a want of candour in 
him, thus to charge that upon us, as an error 
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JEbr which he produces neither reference noi^ 
quotation from any of our writings that a« 
mounts to the least proof ? Nor do I se^ 
occasion for him to refer us to George Fox 
in this particular, seeing it is evident to our 
own understanding, that a plain garb, or 
dress, made for convenience and usefulnesi^ 
is the most rational and consistent. 

And is it not extraordinary, that i& Meth- 
odist preachet should speak of plain drett 
as an error, and thereby reflect not on us 
bnly, but on many of his Methodist bi:ethreil> 
and sisters, whose becoming plainness and 
simplicity of dress bespeak their approbation 
of it ; and when it is also strongly recom* 
niiended by John Wesley, the founder of thcf 
Methodist society ; and thus enforced ia 
their discipline i \ 

^^ Quest. Should we insist on the rtilM 
concerning dress i 

^< Answer. By all means. This is net 
time to give any encouragement to Super- 
fluity of apparel. Therefore give no tickets 
to any, till they have left oflf superfluous or- 
lianeAts. In order to this, 1. Let evciy 
one who has the charge of a circuiti read 
the thoughts upon dress, at least once a year 
in every large society. 2. In visiting th^ 
^isact, ke very mild, bttt venf iMc\ii^ 



4 PLAINNESS. OF DRESS. 

i. Allow of no exempt case : Better one 
iuffcr than many. 4. Give no tickets to 
any that wear high heads, -enormous bon- 
nets, ruffles, or rings." Sect. 6, on dress, 
page, 56. 

Although we recommend plainness, yet^ 
we have nothing in our discipline so parti- 
cular as the foregoing, respecting dress ; not- 
withstanding, this author styles it one of 
George Fox's ordinances. Our plain dress 
did not originate with him, as will appear 
by the following quotation from a late author, 
not of our society^ 

^^ But, although extravagance was found 
among miany orders of society, at the time of 
the appearance of George Fox ; yet many 
ii^dividuals had set their faces against the 
fashions of the world. These consisted 
principally of religious people of different 
denominations ; most of whom were in the 
middle classes of life. Such persons were 
foun^ in plain and simple habits ; notwith- 
standing the contagion of the example^of 
their superiors in rank. It may now be 
observed, that from these religious persons, 
ha<>ited in this manner, in opposition to the 
fastiions of the world, the primitive Quakers 
generally sprung. When the Quakers there- 
fore first met i^. religious union, ihey met 
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in these simple clothes ; they made no al>- 
teration in their dress, on account of their 
new religion ; they prescribed no form or 
colour as distinguishing marks of their sect ; 
but they carried with them the plain habits 
of their ancestors into the new society, as 
the habits of the grave and sober people of 
their own times.'* T. ClarkscnU Portrait 
iure^ vol. l^pagts^ 245, 247, ^-i4«. 

Having long found our plain dress suita* 
ble and convenient, we can see no sufficient 
reason why we should now exchange it for 
the fluctuating fashions of the world. And 
is it not cause of admiration, that ^ even 
men and women of competent understand* 
ing, who make a profession of religion, do 
often manifest such a want of that stability 
which becomes the dignity of man, as to 
adopt almost every fluctuating fashion that 
arises ? We believe this is one of those 
things to which the apostle's exhortation 
applies : " Be not conformed to this world.'* 
Again : " Whose adorning, let it not be 
that outward adorning of plaiting the hair ; 
and of wearing of gold ; or of putting on 
of apparel ; but let it be the hidden man of 
the heart, in that which is not corruptible ; 
even the ornament of a meek And quiet spi" 
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fit, which 18 in the sight of God of greaf 
price.'*^ 

Having thus explained what Hibbard calls 
George Fox's ordinances, I come next to 
notice one of his allegations, in support of 
)iis assertion, that Quakers talce George Fox 
|is their oracle : pages 39 and 4X), he says : 
^^ If they hgd a 'thus saith the Lord,' to plead 
^< in point of justification, it would be a 
^^ sufficient reason ; but no ; it is only, thus 
^ saith Geprge Fox ; and thus saith the 
^< teacher within Qie. It is a pity that the 
f ' Quakers did not see a di£ference betweeii 
^^ the cross pf Christ, and the cross of 
^* George Fox, and that they di4 not fbUpw 
** Christ rather than George,'* 

These being but his surmises, I will leave 
them, and proceed tp give the reader our 
sentiments, respecting George Fox* 

We do indeed esteem him as a worthy 
imd distinguished instrument in the gather- 
ing and founding of our religious society } 
find, as far as we discover his example and 
doctrine to be consonant with the example 
find precepts of Christ, we embrace hit 
doctrine and approve his example, but no 
*Sg^^^ ; neither did he ever call th^ ^tteir* 
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tion of any to himseli., his care ever being 
to recommend to all an inward attention to 
the teaching of the spirit of Christ in them- 
selves, as the only sure guide and way to 
salvation, not desiring that any should fol- 
low him further than he followed Christ ; 
which is abundantly evident in his own wri- 
tings.* The same may be said of Barclay, 

* A memorable instance of sentiments similar to 
these, may be found in a farewell exhortation of 
John Robinson, an independent teacher in Holland, 
to his corigregfution, when a part of them were about 
to remove into NewEngpland, about the year, 1620; 
in which, he thus addressed them : *' Brethren, we 
are now quickly to part from one another; and wheth- 
er I may ever live to see your faces on earth, the God 
of Heaven only knows : but whether the Lord bath 
appointed that or no, I charge you before God and 
his blessed Angels, that you follow me no further 
than you have seen me follow the Lord Jesus Christ. 

** If God reveal any thing to you by any other in- 
strument of his, be as ready to receive it as ever you 
were to receive any truth by my ministry ; for, I am 
verily persuaded ; I am very confident, the Lord has 
more truth yet to Dreak forth out of his holy word. 
For my part, I cannot sufficiently bewail the condi- 
tion of the reformed churches who are come to a pe- 
riod in religion, and will go at present no further than 
the instruments of their reformation. The Lutherans 
cannot be drawn beyond what Luther saw. What- 
ever part of his will our great God has revealed to 
Calyin, they will rather die than embrace it ; and the 
Calvinists, you see, stick fast where they were left by 
that great man who yet saw not all thiacju Tt^ vk 

H 2 
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Penny tnd Pennington, with the rest of ^ur 
vorthy predecessor s, whose pious example 
we duly esteem ; but it is our most special 
care that our doctrine and principles be con* 
sistcnt with the doctrine and precepts deliv* 
cred by Jesus Christ our Lord, whom we 
look to as our Oracle ; and whose precepts 
and commands we desire to fulfil, according 
to the best of our understanding. 

FRIENDS. 

Jn page 40, he alleges, as his 8th charge, 
against us that, ^ The Quakers have assum- 
^^ ed the name friends, to distinguish them 
^^ from other denominations, whereas they 
^* are not friends to any, except their own 
^^ order ; and other denominations are as 
^^ good friends to God or man as any of 
^* them ; yea, better/' 

The term Quaker was applied to our 
predecessors ^n scorn and derision* We 

ft misery much to be lamented ; for, though they were 
burning and shining lights in their time, yet they 
penetrated tiot into the -whole counsel of God ; but 
were they now living, would be as willing to embrace 
itirtber light as that which they first received.*' 

So far John Robinson, animated by a Chriatiaii 
temper, is well worthy the serious atteQtion of ill 
d0HoniinitioTO of ptoksstag Cl^jriiftiani. 
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admit it no further than for distinction sake. 
The name, we as a society have assumed 
amongst ourselves, is that of Friends, an ap- 
pellation characteristic of the relation which 
man, under the christian dispensation, ought 
uniformly to bear to man. 

Whether we, as a society, have not proved 
ourselves friends to others, beside our own 
order, perhaps, it may not become me to 
say : I, therefore, appeal to those best ac« 
quainted with us to determine. 

In the same page, he says : ^* Other de- 
^^ nominations have often attended the meet- 
^ ings of the Quakers, and allowed them to 
^ speak or preach in their meeting houses ; 
^ but when was it ever known that a Quaker 
" allowed a minister of any other denomin-* 
^ ation to preach in their meeting houses f " 

In reply to this, I would observe, that aa> 
there are various denominations of profess- 
ing christians ; some dissent in one point, 
and some in another ; and divers of those 
points are esteemed so essential by the dif- 
ferent sects as to prevent their uniting one 
with another in some forms of devotional 
acts; now, if those points which consist 
merely in external forms, are thus deemed 
sufficient to prevent other denominations 
from aniting together i hoif vms^ ifiLVii^ 
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justifiable are we, if we have not freedom 
to unite wiih the different denominations in 
some particulars, seeing we materially dif- 
fer from others in fundamental points as 
worship, praying, ministry, and not paying 
ministers for preaching ; in which we differ 
from most, if not all, other denominations : 
we, therefore, judge it inconsistent for us to 
sanction ministers who receive pay for 
preaching, by opening our doors to them. 

MINISTRY. 

I find his ninth charge, in page 41, as 
follows : " The manner in which the Quak^ 
^^ ers explain their being led and taught by 
^^ the spirit, and their bold censuring other 
^^ ministers for preaching on all occasions 
^^ (agreeable to the command, preach the 
^' word, be instant in season, out of season) 
^^ with their constant practice^ clearly proves 
*' them to be eye servants. For they pro* 
*' fess to be called of God to labour in his 
^^ vineyard, and like an eye servant that 
'' goes into the harvest field of the husband- 
*^ man, he sits down lolling till he sees the 
*V master coming, then jumps up and goes 
^\ to work till the master retires. So the 
*^ Quakers go to meeding and sit down to 
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^ wait for the master— .when he comes they 
^ arise and speak, and when he goes away 
*^ they sit down again." 

As the servant must necessarily know hia 
master's will before he can obey his com* 
mands^he must, therefore, wait his master's 
time, in order to receive his directions* So^ 
In a spiritual sense, none can attiun a deav 
knowledge of the divine will, until it is 
divinely communicated to him : therefore, 
pur ministers, when they go to meeting, be- 
lieve it right to sit down, and wait for the 
master, in order to be instructed by him | 
remembering that the disciples were not evei| 
to take thought how or what they shoul4 
ypeak, when they were brought before gov- 
ernors and kings for his name's sake : ^ for 
(saith Christ) it shall be given you in that' 
same hour what ye sHkll speak ; for it is not 
ye that speak ; but the Spirit of your Father 
which speaketh in you/'*" Now, if this di-» 
vine inspiration was necessary for the dis- 
ciples OB these occasions, how much more 
so, in order renewedly to qualify for the 
solemn work of gospel ministry. And as 
Christ expressly s^ith : ^^ Without me, ye 
Om do nothing,"" we find ourselves un« 

• ^tx. X. ia» 19$ 3Q. »|dnix¥.^ 
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der the most solemn obligations to wait for 
renewed ability from him in order that we 
may do his will acceptably^ which can only 
ht known through this divine revelation : 
and, without it, the minister cannot become 
qualified to divide the word aright : hence, 
he must necessarily be instructed by Him 
who knows the states of all hearts, in order 
that he may administer to every one accord* 
ing to his need. 

But the minister whose time is always 
ready, feels not this necessity, and can preach 
on all occasions, may, by the power of his 
own natural abilities, operate upon the 
animal passions, and many times produce a 
warmth by sparks of his own kindling, which 
being void of the Heavenly power, cannot 

Sftrofit the people at all ; but let such beware, 
est through their libundant activity in 
preaching, they fall undfer the awful denunr 
elation of the Almighty, through the pro- 
phet ; ^' Behold all ye that kindle a fire ; that 
compass yourselves about with sparks ; walk 
in the light of your fire, and in the sparks 
that ye have kindled. This shall ye have of 
mine hand : ye shall lie down in sorrow.'^ 

• Isa. 1. 11, 
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In page 42, he thus expresses himself: 
^^ Their silent meetings are of a piece with 
*^ the rest of their ordinances — institutions 
^^ of man* They have no foundation in 
'< Scripture : there is not one command in 
*^ the old or new testament for them, unless 
**' they take that which our Lord command- 
*^ the Devil : be still, and come out of him ; 
*' or what the Lord said to the raging heath- 
*^ en nations : be still ,and know that I 
*^ am God. Ps* xlvi. 6, 10. It would be 
*' well for Quakers to obey this, for there 
*^ are but few of them that know the Lord, 
^^ the most of them being only birthright 
** Quakers, and they are yery ignorant of 
*' God, they dont know him nor themselves. 
*' Their preachers are so taken up in teach- 
" ing their own ordinances (not the Lord^ls) 
** that they dont know Christ and him cru- 
*' cified. If they did, they would preach 
*' his doctrine, and come oiit from their 
<^ Will worship, their man made forms, and 
*'' obey the command of God, that he has 
** given in these plain words : ye that 
" make mention of the Lord keep not si- 
" Icnce, but raise your voice hkp a ttum^^v^ 



and speak) whether they will lieir, cEt 
* whether they will forbear, and shew that 
^^ silence is an abomination to the Lord, be< 
** cause he has not commanded it to chris<^ 
^^ tians.'' I was willing to transcribe thus 
much of this paragraph of his, that the 
reader might have opportunity to examine 
and judge for himself^ how far this authoi 
has kept the sacred ground he professes to 
take on his first setting out« While this 
quotation was transcribing, the language ol 
the Psalmist occurred : ^' f^ord, who shall 
abide in thy tabernacle ? who shall dwell in 
thy holy hill ? he that walketh uprightly^ 
and worketh righteousness, and speaketh 
truth in his heart : he that backbiteth no 
with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neigh 
bour, nor taJceth up a reproach against h 
tieighbour.''^ I must suppose, that whf 
he asserted ^^ silence is an abomination 
th% Lord," he did not recollect that it v 
written, ^^ there was silence in heaven ab 
the space of half an hour '^* He says, 
passage, ^^ be still and know that I am Gf 
was spoken to the raging heathen nat 
I do not understand it so. The reader 
ermine for himself ; bat whether st 

, acr. 1» $f di' \ Rev. \w 
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tp the heathen nations, or any others, they 
were to be still in order to obtain the know- 
ledge of God. What more appropriate text, 
or positive command, need be sought to 
warrant the propriety of silent meeting i 
He also says positively that we have no 
foundation in Scripture for them^ unless 
we take the foregoing passage, or that 
of our Lord spoken to the Devif, ^^ be still, 
and come out of him." But, I find the fol- 
lowing : ^^ be silent, O all flesh, before the 
Lord ; for, he is raised up out of his holy 
habitation."' Again : <' the Lord is in his 
holy temple : let all the earth keep silence 
before him."* " The elders of the daughter 
of Zion sit upon the ground and keep si- 
lence." And Isaiah says, " They that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength. ^'» And that this state of waiting 
was in si'ence, is clearly to be implied from 
the command of the Lord in the following, 
verse ; ^' keep silence before me, O Islands^ 
and let the people renew their strength : 
let them came near : then let them speak.^ 
Manv passages recommend waiting upon the 
Lord : such as ^' Wait on the lA>rd : be of 

'Zach. ii. 13. 'Hab. 11.20. 

< Lftm. i. 10. » Im. ail^ 31. 
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good coimge ; and he shall atren gth e u 
thine heart."' ^* Rest in the Lord and wait 
patiently for him."^ ^ I will wait on thr 
name, for it is good before diy saints.^' 
** Truly my soul waiteth upon God : from 
him Cometh my salvation.'^ And in divers 
passages, where waiting is mentioned in tho 
text, silence is necessarily implied, as it is 
inserted in the margin ; and Jeremiah says, 
^^ the Lord is good unto them that wait for 
lum, to the soul that seeketh him.'*' Though 
we do not consider these passages as posi^ 
tive commands for holding silent meetings ; 
neither have we any ordinance or institution 
for them, as Hibbard alleges ; yet waiting is 
neither preaching nor vocal prayer. The 
apostle exhorts, not to forsake the assemb* 
ling of ourselves together ; and although we 
believe it to be our indispensable duty to 
meet often together for the purpose of divine 
worship, yet we apprehend no ministry can 
be profitable to man, nor prayer acceptable 
to God, unless immediately influenced by 
the divine spirit. Therefore, when minis** 
ters are not thus commissioned for vocal 
communications in a meeting, silence neces- 

" Psalm, xxvii. 14. ^ Psalm, xxxviL 7. « Psalm, Hi. 9. 
y Psalm> b^. 1. > Lam. m. 25. 
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Miiljr ensues : ^idin this silent waiting, we 
are favoured at times to feel the spirit itself 
making intercession for us ; under the influx 
«nce of which, we believe a mental aspiration 
will ascend with more acceptance before the 
Father of spirits, than any form of words that 
do not arise from a heart thus qualified for 
verbal expressions ; for, He who beholds 
the secret of every heart, as fully under- 
stands the mental aspirations of the soul 
that loves him, and reverently adores his 
divine majesty, as if uttered with ever so 
strong a voice. As God is a spirit, so the 
soul of man . proceeding immediately from 
him, is likewise a spirit : therefore, the in- 
tercourse or communion between the soul 
and its Creator, must be inward and spirit- 
ual : hence, we conceive true and accepta^ 
ble worship may be silently performed ac- 
cording to that clear declaration of our 
Saviour : " God is a Spirit, and they that 
worship him, must worship him in spirit and 
in truth."* We, therefore, most surely be^^ 
lieve, that the performance of divine wor- 
ship, and adoration to Almighty God, is 
the most solemn act which man is capable of 
being engaged in, and that it is by and 

«Jolm,hr.24 
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through the assisting influence of the di- 
vine spirit operating upon the soul, (the soul 
being passive and submissive thereto) that 
a right preparation is experienced to draw 
near in spirit unto God, our Heavenly Fath- 
er, the only true object of all adoration, and 
source of all true consolation to the soul* 

As we do not consider our worship to 
consist merely in silence, so neither in 
preaching or prayer, but in the attention of 
the mind being wholly directed towards God 
in humble dependance upon, and dedication 
of the soul unto him : in this state, we desire 
thankfully to receive whatever he sees meet 
to communicate to us in our religious meet- 
ings, whether immediately by the influence 
of his own spirit, or instrumen tally through 
the medium of gospel ministry, which, 
with vocal prayer, we highly esteem, when 
they proceed from the influence of the di- 
vine spirit. 

As this is a very important subject j and 
one in which we materially differ from 
most other societies ; I am willing, for the 
reader's further information, to insert the 
following extracts from some of our authors. 

*' When we contemplate the glorious attri- 
butes of the Most High, his wisdom, pow- 
er^ and goodness ; and the dependant state of 
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lOaii ; we are led to believe, that divine wor- 
ship is an essential part of man's duty to 
him ; as from a reasonable creature, to a 
merciful and bountiful Creator : and, that 
he hath 'an undoubted right to adoration and 
obedience, from such dependant beings, 
agreeably with the command : " Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God ; and him only 
6halt thou serve.'"* This is acknowledged 
by christians of all denominations, who be- 
lieve it right to assemble at stated times for 
the purpose of worship, although they differ 
widely as to the manner of it." Thomas 
Colleys^ Apology for Silent Waitings page 3. 
" Now, we believe, that as God is a Spi- 
rit, he may be truly worshipped, as we are 
gathered in his Spirit, though .there be not a 
word outwardly spoken among us ; as Christ 
said, " Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them." Yet this of silent waiting 
is a great mystery to many people. There 
is a divine teacher near men, even in their 
own hearts, which is sufficient to teach them, 
as they take heed thereto. " But the 
anointing which ye have received of him, 
abideth in you, and ye need not that any 

^ Mat. iv. la ^ Mat. xriii. 20. 
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man teach you, but as the same anoindng 
ttacheth you of all things."** B. Holme*s 
Serious Call^ pages 25, 26. 

" Solomon saith, ** The preparation of 
the heart in man, and the answer of the 
tongue is from the Lord." If the Lord 
alone can prepare the heart, stir it up, or 
incline it towards unfeigned holiness, how can 
any man approach Him acceptably till his 
heart be prepared by Him ? And how can 
he know this preparation, except he wait in 
silence to feel it I It is by the Spirit, that 
believers have access to the Father. And 
must not the preparations of the heart by 
the Spirit, make us sensible of our real 
wants, before we can ask aright, and also of 
our miserable state before ^e can seek that 
relief which is proper for us ? The influ- 
ences of the Spirit are not at our command^ 
circumscribed in our time, or limited by our. 
wills J and, therefore, must be humbly wait- 
ed for, seeing we can have no access with- 
out it," Mary Brook^ on Silent Watting^ 
pages 3, 4. 

** The silence which we are engaged to 
promote, both by example and precept, is 
oot merely a cessation from words, or a 

^ 1 John, a. 2r. • ?rov. xvL 
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'^etding into outward stillness. It is a si- 
lence of the mind, wherein living faith is 
•essentially necessary ; the awfulness and 
benefit of which state arc hetter felt than 

. described/* T, Colley^ page 4. 

** We judge it the duty of all to be dili- 
gent in the assembling of themselves togeth- 
er ; and, when assembled, the great work 
of one and all ought to be to wait upon God, 
and, returning out of their own thoughts and 
imaginations, to feel the Lord's presence, 
and know a gathering into his name indeed, 
where he is in the midst, according to 
his promise. And as all are thus gath- 
ered ; and so met together inwardly in their 
spirits, as well as outwardly in their per- 
sons ; there the secret power and virtue of 
life are known to refresh the soul ; and the 
pure motions and breathings of God's Spirit 
are felt to arise ; from which, as words of 
declaration, prayers or praises arise, the 
acceptable worship is known, which edifi,es 
the church, and is well pleasing to God. 
And no man here limits the Spirit of God, 
nor bringeth forth his oivn coined and gath- 
ered stuff ; but 'every one puts that forth 
which the Lord puts into his heart. And 
it is uttered forth, not in man's will and .wis- 
dom, but in the evidence and demonstratioa 
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of the Spirit and of power* Tea, though 
there be not a word spoken, yet is the true 
spiritual worship performed, and the body 
of Christ edified $ yea, it may and hath often 
fallen out among us, that divers meetings 
have past without one word ; and yet our 
souls have been greatly edified and refresh- 
ed ; and our hearts wonderfully overcome 
with the secret sense of God's power and 
Spirit, which, without words, hath been 
ministered from one vessel to another. This 
is indeed strange and incredible to the mere 
natural and carnally minded man, who will 
be apt to judge all time lost, where there is 
not sometliing spoken that is obvious to the 
outward senses ; and, therefore, I shall in- 
sist a little upon this subject, as one that 
can speak from a certain experience, and 
not by mere hearsay, of this glorious dis- 
pensation, which hath so much the more of 
the wisdom and glory of God in it, as it is 
contrary to the nature of man's spirit, will, 
and wisdom." Barclay* s Apoh page 352. 

From thence, Barclay continues to des- 
cribe the nature and excellence of true spi- 
ritual worship, till, in page 358, he proceeds, 
•* Our work then and worship is, when we 
meet together, for every one to watch, and 
wait upon God in themselves, and to l?e 
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gathered from all visibles thereunto. And 
as every one is thus stated, they come to find 
the good arise over the evil, and the pure 
over the impure ; in which, God reveals 
himself, and draweth near to every indivi- 
dual ; and so he is in the midst, in the gen- 
eral ; whereby each not only partakes ot the 
particular refreshment and strength which 
comes from the good in hhnself, but is a 
fiharcr in the whole body, as being a living 
member of the body, having a joint fellow- 
ship and communion with all." In page 
367, Barclay further says, ** This great 
dutv of waiting upon God, must needs be 
exercised in man's denying self, both in- 
wardly and outwardly, in a still and mere 
dependence upon God, in abstracting from 
all the workings, imaginations, and specula- 
tions of his own mind, that being emptied 
as it were of himself, and so thoroughly 
crucified to the natural products thereof, he 
may be fit to receive the Lord, who v ill 
have no co-partner nor co-rival of his glory 
and power. And man being thus stated, 
the little seed of righteousness which God 
hath planted in his soul, and Christ hath pur- 
chased for him, even the me »sure of grace 
and life, wh'ch is burdened and crucified 
by man's natural thoughts acvd usL^'^x^wmvisi^v^ 
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receiver a place to arise, and becometh m 
holy birth,")^ and geniture in man ; and is 
that divine air^ in and by which man's soul 
and spirit comes to be leavened ; and by 
waiting therein, he comes to be accepted in 
the sight of God, to stand in his presence^ 
hear his voice, and observe the mouons of 
his holy Spirit." 

MISCELt ANEOUS PARTICULARS. 

Page 43, his 10th charge, is in these 
vords : *' The Quakers teach that minis* 
^ ters ought not to receive money for 
^ preaching the gospel, thereby contrsdict- 
^^ ing what the apostle saith, ^^ even so hath 
** the Lord ordained that they which preacH 
** the gospel should live of the gospel/'' Did 
^ they live up to their doctrine in this, it 
** would be an high recommendation for 
^* them ; but alas ! it is not so — for they 
^^ take money and say they do not, which 
^' looks like untruth.*' 

This is a singular charge ; first, to blame 

* Note this passage is the only authority Hibbard 
Ifififett to for his second charge against the Qjiakors^ 
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US for teaching that ministers ought not to 
receive money for preaching, saying, it is 
contrary to what the apostle saith, and then 
to assert, that it would be an high recom- 
mendation to us did we live up to this doc- 
trine, though contradicting the apostle* But, 
let us hear what our Saviour says on thia 
subject, when he sent forth the twelve apos* 
Ues to preach ; namely, " freely ye have 
received, freely give. Provide neither gold^ 
nor silver, nor brass, in your purses^ — ^for 
the workman is worthy of his meat."' Here 
we have, from the highest authority, clear 
directions for the conduct of ministers ia 
this respect. And all that is provided is ac- 
eommodations while travelling and so enga* 
ged in the ministry as to be prevented from 
attending to their temporal concerns. This 
we adopt in our practice. Nor do we be- 
lieve, that Paul intended any thing more 
than this as relates to the accommodation of 
ministers, when he told the Corinthians, they 
which preach the gospel should live of the 
gospel. And this supposition is fully con- 
firmed by Paul's other declarations on this 
subject, viz. *^ I have coveted no man's siU 
rer^ctrgold, or apparel. Yea, ye yourselves 

i Mai. X. 8, 19: 
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know, that these hands have ministered unto 
my necessities, and to them that were witli 
me. I have shewed you all things, how 
that so labouring ye ought to support the 
weak ; and to remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, how he said, it is more blessed 
to give than to receive."- The same apo8« 
tie, we find, wrought at tent-making, even 
when out in the service of the ministry: and^ 
speaking of himself, and fellow labourers^ 
says, ^^ and labour, working with our own 
hands.^' — ^again, '^ Labounng night and 
day, because we would not be chargeable un^ 
to any of you.'^* 

We conceive there is nothing in all these 
passages, or any other part of the New Testa- 
ment, that will warrant paying ministets for 
preaching; and, therefore, we decline doing 
it, either directly or indirectly. 

Let us now take a full view of the apostle's 
declaration, above noticed : " they which 
minister about holy things, live of the things 
of the temple ; and they which wait at the 
altar, are partakers with the altar : even so 
hath the Lord ordained, that they which 

*» Acts XX. 33, to 35. * Acts xviii. 3, 
fc X Cor iv. 12. » Thes. U. 9. 
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preach the gospel, should live of the g08« 
pel/' 

I conceive this declaration of the apostle, 
hath also a more deep and excellent mean^ 
ing, than the accommodation of these bo- 
dies : even as the priests, the ministers of 
the Lord, under the law, had a certain por« 
tion of the oiFerings reserved to them, so, 
likewise, the ministers of the gospel are 
made partakers of that which is cominitted 
to them to communicate to the people ; and 
as the portion of the priests formerly was of 
the same nature and kind with the offering, 
so, as the offerings of a gospel minister are 
of a spiritual nature, such also must his por* 
tion or reward be : and this reward, which 
the true gospel ministers experience, as faf 
transcends the portion of the priests for- 
merly, as the gospel is more excellent than 
the law. 

Preaching is only efficacious in proportioE 
as it is attended with the influence of the ho* 
ly spirit. Human learning and eloquence 
are not essential to gospel ministry. Had 
they been so, surely Christ would not have 
chosen such as fishermen and tax gatherers 
for the glorious work of propagating his gos- 
pel. And seeing the christian religion is 
the same now as ever, and the ob^^^x ^S. *>x 
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the same, we believe that no other means are 
now necessary to qualify for the vocation of 
a minister : and, therefore, we never put our 
children to any study for literary acquire- 
ments to qualify them for the ministry ; be- 
lieving those who have a right qualification, 
receive.it immediately from Christ ; and 
having freely received, they are bound to 
give the same freely. And our ministers, 
when not called forth to labour in the gos- 
pel, apply themselves to different occupa- 
tions for their own and families support, like 
the rest of their brethren. We consider 
them upon equal ground with the other 
membersof society, entitled to the same pri- 
vileges in all our meetings for discipline, 
and no more. 

Our ministers make no rules for their own, 
or the society's government ; but are sub-* 
ject to the same regulations that govern the 
members at large ; and these are conclud- 
ed on by the yearly meeting, which is com«» 
posed of our members without distinc- 
tion. 

Hibbard alleges, pages 43 and 44, '* They 
^* take money and say they do not, which 
^< looks like untruth. But when we hear 
*' their explanation we must not judge them 
** quite so. The reader may hear their de^ 
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** fence thus : suppose the yearly meeting 
" in New- York wants some business done 
** with the yearly meeting in one of the 
** southe|*n states, they will choose one or 
** ipore of their members and entrust them 
^^ with it. He is paid for doing business 
^^ and not for preaching, though he preaches 
♦^ on his way- 

" Again, when the yearly meeting sends 
** out any one tq p?*each ; they first exam- 
^* ine him and make inquiry, as well as hear 
" him- Then they wait for the moving of 
** the divine spirit, so as to get divine ap- 
** probation : and if they are agreed, they 
♦* send him out to preaph. He travels 
^ through their connexion as is thought 
** proper, and attends the quarterly meet- 
*^ ings and monthly meetings, preaching, 
*^ or holding silent meetings, as he thinks 
^' best ; and if there is any business to be 
^^ done, he attends to so much of it as is con- 
^^ sistent with his mission, and receives pay 
f * for it, but not for preaching. 

*' This defence shews that they receive 
f* money, but not for preaching." 

A person reading this statement of his, 
attended with such particular circumstances, 
and coming from one professing to speak 
igint|^ the truth, would natvur^y &\x^^Qi^^\k\^\,^ '^ 
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was some foundation for it : but, I assure 
him, there is none* I have been trained up 
a member of this society from infancy ; and 
have steadily attended our meetings for dis- 
cipline. I have, therefore, had full oppor- 
tunity of becoming acquainted, not only 
with our principles, but with the discipline 
and practice of our society in these partic- 
ulars. I have known committees appointed 
by one yearly meeting, to attend another : 
and, frequently, committees have been ap- 
pointed by our own yearly meeting, con- 
sisting of ministers and others, to visit our 
quarterly and monthly meetings, and on 
other concerns of society ; in the course of 
which services, they often travel some hun- 
dreds of miles ; but, never have I known a 
single instance, where a minister, or pri- 
vate member, hath received the least pecu- 
niary compensation for such services ; feel- 
ing an ample reward in having their minds 
replenished with that peace which arises 
from a consciousness of a faithful discharge 
of their respective duties. 

These being facts, which I know to be 
truth, both by observation and experience, 
I see no cause for him to charge us with du- 
plicity, as he does in page 45 ; but am for- 
ced to consider his bold and positive s^sser- 
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tions to be mere surmises of his own. Like 
Tobiah and Sanballat of old, he has feigned 
them out of his own heart ; for no such 
things as the§e are done amongst us."" 

Our yearly meetings never sent out any 
one to preach, as this author asserts. When 
our ministers travel in the exercise of their 
gifts, it is from the impressions of religious 
duties in their own minds ; they having pre- 
viously opened their concern to their respec- 
tive monthly meetings ; (and, in very ex- 
tensive prospects, to the quarttrly meet- 
ing also) which, if they unite therewith, 
leave them at liberty to proceed therein. 

In page 45, he says " While Quaker^ 
** support the poor of their own church, a 
" minister of their order in want, is sure tp 
*' have his wants supplied, because they are 
^^ one class of their poor/' 

Can any reasonable man suppose, that 
while we believe it a christian duty to re- 
lieve the necessities of the poor in member- 
(^hip with us, we should be so inconsistent as 
to suffer the indigent minister and his fami- 
ly to want needful supplies, merely because 
we believe him called to the ministry of th^ 
GospeH X 

« Neh. vi. & 

3 2 
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We feel equally interested for the neces- 
sitous amongst them, as for the rest of our 
poor ; and, in the like manner, supply their 
wants, and not otherwise* 

He proceeds, " For it is well known that 
** they are very careful not to to take any 
^' poor people that they think will become 
** chargeable, into their church ; therefore 
** their preachers have a better supply," 

This is but his bare assertion, many of 
the poor, and of our own neighbours, know- 
ing to the contrary. A considerable propor- 
tion of those, whose Want^ we supply, have 
been received at their request ; and frequent 
instances have come within my own know- 
ledge of indigent persons being received in- 
to membership with us, who have had assist- 
ance almost immediately rendered them | 
and which has been continued to this day i 
or through the remainder of their lives : fof, 
we believe, that neither riches, nor poverty, 
ought to influence our judgment in the re- 
ception of members into religious society ; 
but consider the worthiness of the person to 
be the only true criterion to judge of his fit- 
ness for membership. 

In replying to these several allegations, 
I have remembered his assertion : '^ the 
*'*' pamphlet does not contain any thing else 



UriSCELLANEOUS PARTICULARS. 103 

^* but plain truth concerning the Quakers.'^ 
As also, ** The Lord called me to write 
" the Errors of the Quakers/' 

Page 45. In his 11th and last charge, as 
numbered in his original pamphlet, he says : 
^^ It is a general practice among the Qua- 
*' kers, to consider and receive their chil- 
<^ dren in consequence of their birth, and 
<' call them birthright members." And which 
practice, he infers, is sufficiently reprobated 
in Barclay's speaking of the errors of the 
ancient Christian Church, Apol. page S76, 
and 277 ; but which I do not allow. Let 
the reader examine Barclay for himself. He 
proceeds, page 46, " If they continue to 
*' be Quakers, and to pursue their present 
^ system of principle and form of making 
" their children members by birthright 
" their vile, wicked, profane lives will pro- 
** duce principles of Deism, if not of A- 
« theism." ^ 

High charges, indeed, against a whole bo- 
dy of professing Christians. 

But our experience hath not yet taught 
us, that our practice in this respect is an er-* 
ror ; for, being fully persuaded of the pro- 
priety of our religious principles, and having 
no doubt but training up a child in the way 
he should go, is the most likely ncLean^ oC 
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preventing his departure therefrom when he 
is older, we think it a very important duty 
early to instruct pur children in those prin- 
ciples which we believe are founded in the 
truth ; ^nd therefore, acknowledge them as 
members that they may enjoy the privileges 
of society, and the benefit of pious instruc- 
tion : and, thus, as attending our meetings of 
discipline, where there arise often cummuni- 
cacions both moral and religious, is one 
means of conveying this instruction, we think 
\t right our children should eiijoy the advan*; 
iage of it. And having found great benefit 
hath resulted to many of our young people 
from this practice, we are induced to con-j 
tinue it : believing it is a means of preserv- 
ing them from evil. 

I come now to his summoning up the con- 
tents of what he calls " Errors of the Qua- 
kers," in which, he employs near ten pa- 
ges. In these, he appears to have exerted 
his facuUies in declamation, ridicule, and in- 
vective. 

I shall quote only a small part as a speci- 
men ; from whence the reader may form a 
judgment of its general tenor. 

Pages 46 and 47, " O ! what a lamenta- 
^* tion ought every honest man to make for 
i\ the dying and dead souls that ^re amongst 
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" US !the many that would lead moral lives, 
** and love the Lord by keeping his com- 
*^ maudments, but are taught by the Qua- 
** kers to transgress and contemn the sacred 
*' law of God, and ordinances of J^sus 
♦^ Christ ; the word of God is thought little 
" of, while the writings of Fox and Bar- 
*' clay are taken by Quakers as a rule for 
" faith and practice." 

Here is a high charge ; without one word 
of proof. He proceeds, " They rob God of 
*^ the sabbath which he has claimed for his 
^^ own, and reject that form of godliness in- 
** stituted by our Lord Jesus Christ. It 
*^ cannot be said the Quakers have either the 
* form, or the power of godliness ; It is true 
** they have a form, but what is it ? It 4s not 
•* of Christ ? It is not of God ? It is contra- 
** ry to the old and new testament : From 
** whom did they receive it ? From George 
^^ Fox ; and he says he had it by special 
*' command from God, but he has not pro- 
** ved it. O ye that believe there is a God, 
'* and believe ye have souls ; would ye re- 
" ject Christ's ordinances for those of 
*' George Fox ? would ye renounce the 
<' Scriptures as the word of God, for the 
" writings of a Fox, Barclay, Penn, or 
« Scott ?" 
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High charges again ; but no attempt to 
prove them 

In page 51, he says, " They also use de- 
^' ceit, professing charity for other denom- 
** inations, when they have none ;" page 52, 
** Were people to observe them as closely 
" as they do other sinners, they would find 
** them as bold violators of the fourth com- 
*' mandment as the murderer is of the sixth, 
<* or the adulterer i? of the seventh, or the 
*' thief of the eighth. Now if murderers, 
" adulterers, and thieves get to heaven, 
" then violators of the sabbath will get 
" there too. But if there be a God, and if 
** the Scripture is a revelation of God to 
*^ man, then the man that dies guilty of 
*' murder or adultery, &c. must have his 
*' part in the i^ke that bums with fire and 
♦* brimstone ; so also the Quaker." &c. &c. 

Is it possible this author is so vain as to ^ 
imagine, that he can terrify or shake us, by 
thus pouring forth his anathemas ? We hum- 
bly trust, that our principles are grounded 
upon that rock against which, even ** the 
gates of hell shall not prevail."" 

On the remainder of his railing, such as 
{comparing us to the pharisees ; having ne 

« Mat, xvi. 18. 
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charity for others, &c. I shall make no othel* 
remarks, than that I cannot believe it was 
written according to the will* of God, or die-* 
tated by his spirit. And, I conceive, the 
foregoing specimens must eviacc to any ju<^ 
dicious reader^ not only the uncharitable- 
ness, but also the unmercifulness of his dis^ 
position ; for, what could more fully discover 
it, than thus to upbraid and censure, not on-* 
ly the livings but also the dead. Were we 
delivered over to his tribunal, we must 
doubtless be plunged together into a state 
of perdition. But great cause have we for 
thankfulness, in feeling an unshaken belief, 
that we are still under the protecting care of 
a gracious God, whose compassions fail 
not, but his mercies are new every morn- 
ing : therefore, we are not terrified with 
his anathemas, nor moved with the feigned 
lamentations which he has taken up fot 
us. 

He has taken much pains to detract atld 
viilify the religious character ot George 
Fox, whose body has been consigned to the 
dust more than one hundred years, and fi- 
nally seems not satisfied without inevitably 
fixing him in a state of deception and per- 
dition, as will appear by the following quo- 
tation from page 5Q. ** He/' (Geor^ti Eqi5.>)| 



^08 Ml*<^'^^'*'' .dieted to commit > 

.»v.hew.3 never ^fj^i^inthe ««te 
M saitn ne ^ a.K««' " , u toald not die, 
.. those ev^^«- fori he fettle "^^jj"^ did ; 

♦* ^^^*'r«e, George ««Vj\fV « gone 
cc of «o'*'^!^Led sin, and if ^o, n ^^^ 

« to VieU. * .^ A.dam have ^^ by 

neVr^«?e:i:^f-^-^-^°'^^ 
not deceived m to ^ell. .^ . 

«^"!^' .beto taught to believe, ^^^^ 

. ^ \Tno^^ei«g^^'' f oSdSon. .^ 
,io, and n<« ^ ^^^^e oJjPf^' ^ver died, 
centres man i ^^ have e ^^^ 

^"^f^'Jt ^nned. 1 leave the 
Yje had not ^^^ ^ 

*«*^"^'t*^as said to bim . JJ,^^ ,^, 
Bnt. ^* ^* St thereof, *°", IVus,' 
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than the death of the body ; a meaning more 
immediately affecting to the soul ; even the 
privation of that spiritual life and 
communion with its Creator, which it had 
happiiy enjoyed before transgression : and^ 
therefore, that the death here mentioned was 
a dying in spirit to that divine life, by which 
it had been quickened and made alive unto 
God. And it was, doubtless, in consequence 
of the celestial quickening of this divine 
life in the soul, that it was said, <' in the 
image of God, created he him." And it is 
the renewing of this divine life, which still 
constitutes the divine image in man. 

Although he has used such strenuous en- 
deavours to traduce the character of George 
Fox,and condemn his and Barclay's writings; 
and also brings in Penn and Scott as erron- 
eous persons, yet testimonies are not want- 
ing from persons well acquainted with them, 
to set them in a very different point of view ; 
but my present limits will not permit me to 
take them in, except a small sketch of those 
given by different persons of George Fox^ 
which I propose to annex ; but I wish eve- 
ry reader who is disposed to judge for him- 
self, and not condemn because another con- 
demns, to read the writings of these men« 
Barcla;l||ft&pology and C«k\eAivM». s "^^^ssJ" 
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No Cross, No Crown ; and Scott on B«p 
tism, are on doctrinal points* Scott is a lat 
author, not many years since deceased, 
knew him well ; and have to say of him, tha 
he was a man whose life was conspicuousl; 
marked with humility and self-denial, an 
a faithful labourer in support of practical re 
ligion. 

The other three, I know only by ^bei 
characters and writings ; from which I con 
aider them to have been faithful servant 
of Christ, engaged in propagating the Goi 
pel, both by word and writing. 

Barclay's Apology, which contains i 
general explanation of our principles, ha 
been written nearly one hundred and fort 
years ;— -has passed through numerous edit 
ions ; and has been translated into diver 
other languages ;— has stood the test c 
criticism ;«->and remains unrefuted» 

CHARACTER OF GEORGE FOX, 

Thomas Clarkson, a late author, no 
of our society, has given the following char 
j^cter of George Fox : ^^ In his outward de 
meanpur, he was modest, and without aifec 
tation. He possessed a certain-, gravity o 
manners ; but was, nererthelesi^ ^%l^^# ^^ 
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OOUiteous, and civil, beyond the usual forma 
of breeding. In his disposition, he waA 
meek, and tender, and compassionate, la 
his manner of living, he was temperate. 
Motl¥ithstaxMling the great exercise he was 
Mscustomed to take, he allowed himself but 
little sleep. 

*^ He was kind to the poor, without any 
exception ; and, in his own society , laid the 
foundation of that attention towards them, 
Which the world remarks as an honour to the 
Quaker character at the present day. But 
the poor were not the only persons for whom 
he manifested an affectionate concern. He 
felt and sympathized wherever humanity 
could be interested. Nothing, in short, that 
could be deplored by humanity, seems to 
have escaped his eye : and his benevolence, 
when excited, appears to have suffered no 
interruption in its progress by the obstacles, 
which bigotry would have thrown in the 
way of many, on account of the difference 
of a person's country, or of his colour, or of 
his sect. He was patient under suffering. 
To those who smote his right cheek, he of- 
fcYed his left. And, in the true spirit of 
Christianity, he indulged no rancour againsi 
1^ worst of his opposcrs • 
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** He possessed the most undaunted cour- 
age ; for he was afraid of no earthly power. 
He never was deterred from going to meet- 
ings for worship, though he knew the officers 
would he there, who were to seize his person. 
As a minister of the gospel, singularly eml- 
Aent^and larticularly imprtssivein his preach- 
ing. He was considered, both by his friends 
and enemies, as irreproachable in his life. 

^^ buch was the character of the founder of 
Quakerism. He was born July, 1634 ; and 
died the 13th of November, 1690; affording 
an instance of the truth of those words of 
the Psalmist, ^ Behold the upright; for the 
end of that man is peace.' '' Extract from 
Clarkson^s Portraiture o/^aierism, voL 1^ 
f. 18 — 24. 

W iliiam Penn. the original proprietor and 
Governor of Pennsylvania, being contem- 
porary with George Fox, and being longac- 
qiinint^d with him, has thus delineated his 
character. 

^< He was a man thnt God endowed with 
a clear and wonderful depth : adiscerner of 
others' spirits : and very much master of 
his own. And though the side of his un- 
derstanding which lay next to the world, and 
especially the expression of it, might sound 
tip^pouth and untashionable to nice sars, his 
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matter was nevertheless very profound ; and 
would not only bear to be often considered^ 
but, the more it was so, the more weighty and 
interesting it appeared. 

*^ As to man, he was an original, being ne^ 
man's copy. He had an extraordinary gift 
in opening the Scriptures :— would go to 
the marrow of things. But, above all, he 
excelled in prayer. The inwardness and 
weight of his spirit ; the reverence and sol- 
emnity of his address and behaviour ; the 
fewness and fulness of his words ; have oft* 
en struck even strangers with admiration^ 
as they used to reach others with consola- 
tion. The most awfuU living, reverent frsimtf 
I ever felt or beheld, I must say, was his in 
prayer : and truly it was a testimony that he 
knew and lived nearer to the Lord than 
other men ; for they that know him most will 
see most reason to approach him with rever- 
ence and fear.. He was of an innocent life z 
no busy body, nor self seeker: neither 
touchy nor critical. , What fell from him 
was very inoffensive, if not very fdifyingw ^ 
So meek, contented, modest, easy, steady^ 
tender, it was a pleasure to be in his compa*' 
ay. He exercised no authority, but over 
evil ; and that every where, and in all ; but 
with love^ campassion . atk^ \cni% ^xaSKfixv^"^ 

M 2 
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A most merciful man ; as ready to forgive, 
as unapt to take or give an offence. Thou* 
sands can truly say, he was of an excellent 

Sirit and savour among them ; and, because 
ereof, the most excellent spirits loved him 
with an unft^igned love. He was an inces-' 
sant labourer in word^ doctrine, and disci- 
pline ; and as he was unwearied, so he was 
undaunted, being no more to be moved to 
fear than to wrath — and, truly, I must say^ 
that though God had visibly clothed him 
with a divine preference and authority; and, 
indeed, his very presence expressed a relig- 
ious majesty, yet he never abused it, but 
held his place in the church with great meek- 
ness and a most engaging humility and mod- 
eration. 

'^ I write my knowledge, and not report : 
and my witness is true, having been with him 
for weeks and months together on divers oc- 
casions, and those of the nearest and most 
exercising nature; and that by night and 
day, by sea and land, in this and foreign 
countries : and I never saw him out of his 
place ; or not a match for every service or 
occasion ; for in all things, he acquitted 
himself like a man, yea, a strong man ; a 
ijew and heavenly minded man ; a divine 
mud 4 natur^iat ; 'And^WoiGo^ Mmi^hty's 
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making. I have been surprised at his ques- 
tions and answers in natural things : that, 
whilst he was ignorant of useless and soph- 
istical science, he had in him the foundation 
of useful and commendable knowledge ; and 
eherished it every where. 

<^ Thus he lived and sojourned amongst 
us ; and as he lived, so he died, feeling the 
same eternal power that had raised and pre- 
served him in his last moments. So full of 
assurance was he, that he triumphed over 
death ; and so even to the last, as if death 
"were hardly worth notice or a mention : and, 
a few hours before his departure out of this 
world, being inquired of, how he found 
himself, he answered, ^ never heed, the 
Lord's power is over all weakness and death, 
the seed reigns ; blessed be the Lord.' ^ 
Extract from William Penn^s preface to 
George Fox*s Joumaly p. 37—43. 

Thus, I have believed it right to give 
these specimens of the real character of 
George Fox, that the reader might have an 
opportunity of judging for himself. Other 
testimonies, from equal authority, might be 
adduced, if needful, no less descriptive of 
the Christian temper and virtues of this ex^ 
0ellent man. 
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The " Errors of the Quakers," closes 
with a form of prayer, as he calls it, which 
takes up more than two pages ; of which the; 
following is an extract, page 53: " Were Qua- 
^' kers to make a plea at the Bar of God^ 
^* predicated on the principles they think 
^ most essential, would not this be the bur- 
** den of their cry, Lord, Lord open unto 
** us. Have we not spoken in thy name, and 
*^ hast thou not been with and taught us by 
*' thy Spirit? and have we not honoured 
^' thee by saying, thee and thou to a single 
" person, and by wearing our hats, — 55. O 
'^ consider. Lord, did we not see into the 
^^ seventh seal ? that solemn silence there 
** discovered, though it was contrary to that 
** text of Scripture, where it says, ye that 
^^ make mention of the Lord keep. not si- 
*^ lence, yet we saw such solemn silence in 
^ that seal that we thought it the highest 
^' attainment in thy favour to worship silent* 

" ly." 

Page 56, we *' did not believe the Scrip- 
" ture was the word of God to us. We had 
<^ a spirit— -therefore, Lord, Lord, open mi« 
'' to us.*' 
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Can any man of common understanding 
suppose, that, in writing this, the author 
could believe, he was speaking and acting 
according tQ the will of God I or, that he 
" wrote it with prayers and tears, in hum* 
ble hope that it would be rendered a bles- 
sing to Quakers," and others ; as himself 
asserts, page 5. I conceive his manner of 
treating the subject of the sevemh seal and 
silence in heaven, with the comparison he 
makes thereon, bespeaks great irrever** 
ence. 

Could he have spoken more contemptibly 
of the silence of a servant before a pet^ 
prince, than he has of the silence of the hea^ 
venly host before the Divine Majesty. 

Much of the succeeding part of this work 
being a recapitulation of, and animadver- 
sions upon the same subject treated on in 
the original pamphlet, may of course, be 
chiefly passed silently over. It will, there* 
fore only be necessary to notice such subjects 
as I have not fully explained, with such other 
assertions and charges as appear deserving 
attention. 

The first of which I shall remark, is the 
great effect which, he says, his original work 
had upon us, page 57, in these words :/*after 
^ the publication of the above ^^xo^^V^S^sA. 
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» it began to spread, the great cry of the 
*^ Quakers was, (as the Philisdnes said whcdr 
^ Samson burnt their com) who has done 
^^ this i for it was easy to be seen that it had 
^ set their quarters, monthly, and prepar- 
^ atory meetings all on fire ; and was' 
^ like to bum up much stubble.'' Then, aftef 
other like assertions, he proceeds : ^^ How« 
^ ever, they made a great talk ; and I was: 
<< one great subject of talk at all their meet- 
•^ ings and tea tables throughout the town 
^ and country where the book has 
*» spread)" &c. 

This author here has vainly attached more 
importance to lumself and his work, than we 
have ever considered them to merit ; and 
positively affirmed what he cannot prove. 

1 have steadily attended our quarterly^ 
monthly^ and preparative meetings, ever 
since that time ; and never have I heard the 
subject so much as named in any one of 
them, nor ever found, on inquiry, that eith- 
er himself, or his book, has been once na» 
med in any of those meetings for discipline 
inany part of the society. 

I shall now pass over sundry passages of 
like nature, as deeming them unwor&y of 
the reader's attention. 
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I fiad he kas engrossed a large propor^ 
lion of this second part of his book, in giv- 
ing an account of a public meeting of confer* 
face, between himself and two of our friends, 
who justly considered the sodety calumnia- 
ted and lalsely charged in his pamphlet | 
aad, therefore, cailied on him publicly to 
substantiate or prove those charges which 
they denied the truth of. 
. . In page Tl, in addressing them, he says ; 
<* I can frankly assure you, that I feel a 
^< great regard and love for you, and for 
<^ the people to which you are united." 
The sincerity of this profession of love is 
submitted to the decision of the reader. 

Pages 72 and 73, he proceeds : *< However 
'^ favourable I may think of your motives 
*V in attempting to justify your society, and 
<^ exculpate them from die guilt oi thes« 
*^ charges, honesty imd truth obliges me to 
^^ say, as my opinion, that your conduct in 
<< this affair is as contrary to christian can- 
^^ dour as your society appears to be by the 
^ charges in the pamphlet ; and will only 
^ serve as another argument to prove the 
*^ truth of those charges, though there was 
** truth enough without it." 

The friends whom he names, are well 
Imown and esteemed, a9 btVn^icvt.^^i^^v 
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tcity and candour ; for the truth of wl: 
I appeal to all candid persons acquai: 
with them ; yet, not being at the said m 
ing, I shall attempt no further vindica 
on their behalf, than the extent of my ii 
mation. 

In page 69, he has these words : << 11 
^* of them'* (the Quakers) " can prove 
" charge false, they are at liberty to add 
^< their refutation to me : but dont briuj 
<* your say so, or bare denial of the t: 
*' of the charges, as a proof of their fs 
<* hood»" And in page 81, " however, 
(^ said that you had a higher opinion oi 
<* Scripture than of any other writing w 
•* ever : but your say so dont prove it. 
^^ read in one of your authors that he estc 
•• ed' the Scripture above any other I 
" whatever : but his say so, dont prove 

If I comprehend the true meaning oft 
passages, they convey an intention nc 
believe what we say of ourselves, whiU 
own assertions are all the proof he ad 
•es for many of his charges. But, if w< 
not to believe the account of any relig 
denomination concerning their princi 
how are we to become acquainted 
them i Are we to receive them from 
repriMMiiUtien giv«n by their openoppo 
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as this author early requested his readers to 
do, page 13, in these words M^ I desire the 
** reader to divest himself of prejudice, if 
*^ he has any, and read this book with de- 
^^ sire to know the truth of the real princi- 
" pies of the Quakers." Now, as he is an 
open opposer of us, and our principles, I 
apprehend, nothing more is needful in order 
to show the folly and unfairness of his pro-* 
ceedings, than to ask him whether he would 
recommend us to apply to the open opposers 
and accusers of the Methodists, in order to 
know the truth of their real principles i 

Page 69, ^^ I have not charged the Qua* 
^^ kers with any thing but what I can sub* 
" stantiate ; and I defy them to prove one 
** charge false, oj give any good reason why 
** it is not strictly true." If the reader has 
perused the foregoing pages, he has un-* 
doui)tedly discovered this bold defiance al- 
ready set at nought. 

In page 73, he asserts : " I did not fail 
** on my part to prove with implicit evi- 
^^ dence, in the clearest manner, everf 
" charge in the pamphlet.'*— Not being at 
the said meeting, I submit to the candid and 
disinterested, who attended it, to judge of 
this assertion ; but it appears, from his own 
relation, that much of thft tboo^fe ii%i^ «s^5^- 
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sed by reading his book, and making his re- 
marks thereon ; yet that the proof he asserts 
was not made, may safely be infered ; for, 
had he been in possession of such clear 
proof, at that meeting, reason dictates that 
he would not have witheld it in the editiott 
of his work, printed since that time ; where* 
in he gives a long account of the transact* 
ions of that meeting ; in which, however, I 
no where find the proof he asserts: and, I 
am informed, that as the time of that after- 
noon was so much of it taken up, in the 
manner above stated, that sufficient opportu- 
nity was not given for investigation ; there- 
fore, another meeting was requested, which 
he utterly refused. 

Page f 4, " You acknowledged before the 
<* congregation three times in the course of 
<* the afternoon, that you could not prove 
** them" (the charges) " false ; but still you 
<' insist upon it that they are false. This is 
*« not candid." 

This being a statement I doubted the 
truth of, I was induced to inquire ; and I 
find the fact is, that, on his demanding of the 
two members of our society^ who met him 
on this occasion, to prove his charges false, 
ii was observed to him, that it lay on him to 



J^ISCXLLAKEOUS PARTICULARS. 128 

prove them true^* with some addition, stat* 
mg the propriety thereof : (but without the 
acknowledgment as he asserts) and which is 
perfectly consistent with their premises in 
the letters previously exchanged between 
them, as inserted in his book. 

An extract from one, page 66, is as fol« 
lows : " We dont call on thee to read thy 
** book, nor do we intend to yield to thy 
^^ terms as an introduction to the discuss*- 
^^ ion, but we shall, in the first place, claim 
** the liberty as our due, and not an indul- 
^^ gence, to state the particular charges one 
•* after another, that we say are not true, in 
^ order that thou may have a fair opportur 
** nity of proving them, either by Scrip- 
** ture, or such other authorities as are en» 
*' titled to due credit ; for the point in ques- 
*' tion is, the simple proof of those asser« 
^^ tions that we shall name to thee out of thy 
" book. 

* This author's demanding of them to prove hii 
charges false, is indeed irrational and inconsistent : for 
it is evident to all reasonable persons, that proof can- 
not justly be required of the accused, but of the accu- 
ser. Cases often occur, wherein it is utterly impossi* 
ble for the accused to prove himself innocent, though 
perfectly so : that in this case, as in many others, his 
ooverinfr is too short and too narrow. But whether 
they proved any one of his assertions or charts €«Asa. 
or not, I trust the reader hai et^ \Kv& ^ocss^x^^ \&»n^ 
«f them to be so. 
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•* We consider ourselves the injured par- 
*^ ty ; therefore, as in the case of an iadivid* 
^^ ual, when he thinks himself falsely accu- 
** sed, he repeats the accusation, and thfcn 
** the accuser, in his turn, is at liberty to 
^ prove, or substantiate his assertions : and 
^^ this is the mode of procedure we Shall ^Xr 
^' pect in this business, and which is the on- 
<^ ly method that we think fair and boDCMra- 
^^ ble, and by which the truth can be made 
'* to appear : the truth being manifest is 
•* our object." 

From page 95, to 100, he has again en- 
deavoured to prove his original charge, that 
our ministers take money for preaching, un- 
der the cloak of being paid for doing busi- 
ness, &c. 

Here he quotes our discipline ; and, from 
thence, draws his own inferences, till finally, 
pretending his charge to be sufficiently pro- 
ved, he proceeds : " O, my dear sirs, you 
** have but the one of the two things to do, 
^< to settle all this difficulty, and stop the 
" force of my complaint in this matter: and 
" the first is, to erase the two articles allu- 
^ ded to, and cease to pay your preachers 
** for services or sufferings : or, secondly, 
^^ to quit complaining of other denomina- 
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^ tions for doing openly and honestly whait 
^* you do slyly.*' 

I see no difficulty to be settled ; neither do 
I see that any of his complaints have either 
force or weight in them, when examined by 
one acquainted with our discipline and prac- 
tice in this particular. Such implications 
of hypocrisy I utterly reject, as being in no 
wise applicable to our society. And, sure- 
ly, if we had believed it rigHt to pay our mtn* 
isters for preaching, we could have no pos- 
sible motive for denying or concealing it ; 
seeing other societies generally admit the 
propriety of the practice. 

But, in order for the information of those 
unacquainted with us, I will briefly notice 
one of his quotations from our discipline, 
stating some of the duties of our Meeting 
for Sufferings, which closes thus : ^^ And as 
'^ there may be sometimes a necessary ex- 
^ pense attending the transaction of some 
** part of their business, the treasurer is re- 
^ quested to furnish the said meeting with 
** money necessary for such services." 

From this, he asserts, that the members 
of that meeting are allowed, by this article, 
to take pay for their services ; thence infer- 
ing^ that a minister being a member, thereof, 
may be well paid for preachm^% 
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There is sometimes a necessary expense 
attending some part of the business of diat' 
meeting, as stated in the discipline, for print- 
ing and purchasing books, epistles, &c. for 
the use ol our society, and for distribution 
amongst others ; and for these, and other 
exigencies of society, the treasurer of the 
Yearly Meeting is requested to furnish the 
said meeting with money necessary for such 
expenses. But, his inference, that the mem- 
bers of that meeting are allowed, by this ar- 
ticle, to take pay for their services, is alto- 
gether untrue. 

The Meeting for Sufferings keeps regular 
minutes of its disbursements, as well as 
of other proceedings ; and those minutes are 
annually read at large in our' Yearly Meet- 
ing ; so that where he finds the place for 
our ministers to get pay slyly for preaching, 
is by no means demonstrated ; neither can 
be, as no such practice exists among us. 

Page 96, he says : " Who does not see 
" that your preachers, seeing they are indem- 
<• nified for all their suffering in their testi- 
^' mony of truth, are well paid for preach- 
" ing." Where he has found this informa- 
tion, he does not tell us ; and the reason it 
obvious, because it is no where to be 
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Neither our ministers, nor any other mem- 
bers, are in any wise indemnified by the 
society, for any sufferings that fall to their 
loto. 

In page 102, he says, '^ And when we 
^^ see the majority among the different de- 
*^ nominations agreeing in the Scripture 
** ordinances^ (though they differ with res- 
** pect to mode of administration) and wil- 
^' ling to unite in the worship of God, such 
*^ as joining in prayer, and hearing each o- 
^^ ther preach and exhort, and many among 
«' them can set or kneel together before God, 
«< and conimemorate the death and passion 
'^ of the adorable Jesus, in the sacred sup- 
*< per, who are you, that ye will not join in 
*^ prayer with any of them, and take upon 
*' you to judge such people unworthy of 
<' christian fellowship, calling them blind, 
" carnal, not yet in the true light. But you 
*' will say, we profess to believe that there 
<< is some good people in all denominations* 
" Do you profess this ? then I beseech you 
" to evidence sincerity in your profession, 
" by joining in prayer with such, when they 
** desire to join in prayer or the worship, 
<* of God together with you.'' 

Page 103, " Now to profess to have char- 
'** ity, or to believe a man i& \&A.Vs^ ^ ^S^"^ 
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^ spirit, and then refuse to join in prayer 
^ with him, is such a depanure from con- 
" sistency as you ought to be ashamed of." 

In order that the reader may clearly un- 
derstand our reasons for declining to unite 
with others in their forms of worship, pray- 
ers, &c. I will endeavour to explain our sense 
of the nature of true prayer, and the neces«- 
sary qualifications therefor. 

Prayer to the Divine Being, we consider 
the most solemn part, or act of public wor- 
ship ; and as our heavenly Father only know- 
•th what we stand in need of, he alone can 
direct and inspire our hearts what to pray 
for, in a manner that will be acceptable unto 
him : and this prayer may either be mental 
or vocal. " Mental prayer is the turning 
of the mind towards God, when the soul, a- 
wakened by the ^irit of Christ, and bowed 
under a sense of its wants and unworthiness, 
looks up to God," and by the influence of 
his Spirit is enabled to <' breath forth its de^ 
sires without words." 

" Vocal prayer is, when it feels an influ- 
ence of the Spirit to express audible words, 
cither in public assemblies or in private.'' 
Thus, as it is the Spirit that helpeth our in- 
firmitiesi and we know not what to pray fot 
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as we ought ; but the Spirit itself maketli 
intercession for us, we believe it indis* 
pensabiy necessarv for all reverently to 
wait to be renewedly clothed with " the 
spirit of grace and supplication,"** before thejr 
attempt vocally to address the Divine Ma* 
jestv. 

Our Saviour taught, that men ought always 
to pray and not lo faint ;^ and the apostle ex- 
horts, to " pray without ceasing ;*'' yet thi* 
cannot be understood as applicable to vocal 
prayer, but to the mental aspirations of the 
aoul whose eye is steadily directed to its di« 
vine leader, the spirit of truth, which wm 
promised to guide into all truth. 

The mind thiis preserved under the inflth* 
tnceofthis spirit, observes its motions, and 
dares not go before this true leader, so as to 
attempt the solemn act of vocal prayer^ un- 
less moved thereunto by the spirit, even as 
Christ testifies on another occasion, '^ for it 
16 not ye that speak, but the spirit of your 
Father which speakcth in you." 

From the preceding, and what has been 
keretofore stated on the subjects of worship 

•• Rom viii. 26. » Z^ch. xii. 10, 

4 liuke, zyiii. }. * 1 Thes. r. If. 
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and ministry, it must appear that it would be 
inconsistent for us to unite with others, con^ 
sidering the manifest difference between our 
belief of the nature of those solemn duuesof 
divine worship, and that of most other de* 
aominauons, whose practice is to engage in 
Tocal prayer, and other external acts of de« 
▼otion, without waiting for a special and im- 
mediate qualification, or professing a neces* 
sity so to do. 

Hence, our declining to unite with others, 
arises not from a lack of charity, but from 
the very different view of the nature of those 
solemn duties and the necessary qualifica- 
tions preparatory thereto ; for there must be 
• want of faith on our part in the perform- 
ance of those who profess no necessity of 
waiting for the divine influence leading or 
moving thereunto : and the aposde saith, 
^ whatsoever is not of faith is sin." 

Nevertheless, we charitably believe, there 
are truly religious people in the different de- 
nominations, who still continue in those 
forms of worship, with which we cannot u- 
nite ; they perhaps having never fully seen 
into a more excellent way, while acting in 
sincerity and uprightness of heart towards 
God, they are accepted in his sighu 
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Page 114, contains a chargje, that <^ the 
<* Quakers have robbed God, by refusing to 
«* pay tribute to the governments they have 
■** lived under. Their refusal is contrary to 
<^ the command which saith, be subject not 
'^ only for wrath but also for conscience sake. 
*^ And speaking of the civil govemmenis 
** the aposde saith, " The powers that be arc 
*^ ordained ot God, and he that resists the 
** power resisteth the ordinances of God ; 
.** and they that resist shall receive to them- 
** selves damnation," 

Without admitting the propriety of his 
charges as being applicable to us, I proceed 
to state our practice in relation to civil gOY- 
cmments. 

We are not unmindful of the injunction, 
** render unto Caesar the things which arc^ 
Csesar's, and unto God the things that are 
God's :" and freely contribute to the support 
of civil government, and relief of the poor ; 
but as demands have been sometimes made 
which we cannot comply with, consistently 
with our uniform testimony against war, our 
refusal herein is neither through obstinacy, 
nor any disregard to civil t^N«njwt\sx*0^w&j% 
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to preserve a conscience void of offence ^ 
the divine sight, and rendering unto Crod 
the things that are his ; for believing that 
war of every kind is utterly incompatiblo 
with the precepts and spirit of the gospel^ 
we judge it inconsistent for us to comply 
with any requisition for its support, as well 
as actively to engage in it« 

As the principles and practice of our soci* 
ety in refusing to give countenance to war^ 
either offensive or defensive, are different 
from most others, I will endeavour further 
to explain our principles thereon. 

We are professing to be christians ; or, in 
other words, to be followers of Christ, who 
saith, ^ If ye love me, keep my command- 
ments :'^ and who has given these clear com- 
m iiids in that excelientsermonon the mouutt 
'^ I say unto you, that ye resist not evil : 
but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right 
cheeky turn to him the other also." Again ; 
^VLove your enemies : bless them that curse 
you : do good to them that hate you : and 
pr.iy for them which despitefully use you 
and pesccute you. That ye may be the 
children of your Father which is in hea- 
ven." 

Now, as Christ tells us, " Ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
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yrou," we have no belief, that merely profes^^ 
iing to be bis followers, will ever entitle any 
to his favour, whilst in their practice, Aey 
are violating his commands. And as we 
look to him as our law-giver, we apprehend 
that no arguments or testimonies whatever 
are to be held in competition with his clear 
precepts and commands. And he expressly* 
testifies, ^^ My kingdom is not of this world: 
If my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, that I should not 
be delivered to the Jews : but now is my 
kingdom not from hence."* 

What could more fully establish the recti- 
tude of our faith and practice in this partic* 
ular,than this clear declaration of our Lord 
respecting the nature of his kingdom I We, 
therefore, at the risque of our property, and 
whatever sufferings maybe incurred, decline 
affording our aid and encouragement to the 
support of war ;^ believing it to be entirely 
repugnant to the commands of Christ, who 
^* came not to destroy men's lives, but to 
save them/' 

As it is only by living in obedience to the 
spirit and precepts of the gospel, that we can 
ev«r come to inherit the bles^gs annexed 

* J0I11I9. XTiii. 561 
M 
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to it, so I believe, that in the prefteiit day, tis 
ever since the promulgation of the gospel^ 
each individuiU by coming into this obedi- 
ence^ may witness in himself the fulfilment 
of the prophecies respecting the natiire of the 
gospel dispensation ; and, thus, as any indi- 
vidual, or people, live under the influence of 
this evangelical dispensation, they become 
instrumental in promoting and hastening 
those blessed days described in such a live- 
ly manner by the prophet Isaiah : ^^ And it 
ehali come to pass in the last days, that the 
mountain of the Lord's house shall be estab- 
lished in the top of the mountains ; and shall 
be exalted above the hills ; and all nations 
shall flow unto it : and many people shall go 
and say, come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the 
God of Jacob ; and he will teach us of hi^ 
ways, and we will walk in his paths ; for out 
of Zion shall go forth the law^ and the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall 
judge among the narions, and shall rebuke 
many people ; and they shall beat their 
swords into ploughshares, add their spears 
into pruning hooks : nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they leimi 
war any more.'*' 
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In page 11 5, he says, '^ Instead of env 
'^ couraging vocal prayer to God in the famr 
^^ ;Iy or in public, you have as a people d^r 
f^ cLaimed against it." 

This assertion is without foundation* 
Those who attend our meetings know the 
contrary : and I presume, he must have fori^ 
gotten, when he was penning this, what he 
said respecting our discipline, in page 91, viz. 
*^ In their discipline, page 15, they have 
^^ made this regulation concerning the hat: 
f ^ * none are to take upon them publicly to 
<i oppose any ministering friend ; or in time 
^^ oi prayer to keep on the hat.' " And his 
own inference from this passage of our disr 
jcipline, is, by keeping the hat on in time of 
prayer^ they tell their disapprobation of what 
IS said. Here he produces our discipline, 
regulating conduct in time of prayer, and yet 
says, we as a people declaim against vocal 
prayer. 

He asserts in page 125, <^ But when Qua- 
'^ kers separate the spirit from the word of 
;< God, or Scripture of truth ; they put as- 
*' under what God has joined together." 
This isy indeed, a very singular ijoiu^Ksscs^^ V^ 
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is inefiect sq;ing, wfaoerer is deprived of 
theScripcure&r is aho of die spirit of truth : 
and, if the spirit and letter are inseparabk, 
then the spirit, as well aa the letter, may be 
transferred from one to another, either 
boug^ or sold at pleasure ; and, at this rate, 
the vilest of men may purchase it with mon- 
ey, even as Simon Magus thought to obtain 
the gift of God by offering money to the a- 
postles. Yet he further asserts, that, *^ It is 
*^ in e£Fect denying the unity of the Trinity, 
«< and trusting in fancy instead of plain de- 
^* claration of truth." Could he possiUy 
have understood himself when writing this? 
Surely, I never before heard of any one who 
believed the Scriptures to be any part of the 
Trinity, which theologists define au the in- 
comprehensible unity of the Godhead. 

I pass on to notice the exalted commission 
he claimed for writing his book, in page 126, 
viz. ^^ If the reader will turn to the good old 
^^ book, and read Ezekiel, Chap. iii. 17, 18, 
^^ 19, and 20, he will see my commission 
<^ for what I have done : son of man I have 
*' made thee a watchman unto the house of 
^* Israel, therefore bear the word at my 
^^ mouth, and give them warning from 
•« me," &€• 
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As this author has presumed to claim so 
high authority for what he has done, it 
might be queried, through what medium 
he received it, seeing he ridicules our belief 
in divine inspiration, asserting the Scriptures 
to be an all sufficient rule for faith and prac- 
tice* 

In what portion of Scripture shall I find, 
that he is the very man appointed as a watch- 
man, and commanded to warn us, as this 
commission of the Almighty to Eztkiel has 
no more allusion to him, than to any other 
man. 

I find our using thee and thou to a single 
person ; wearing our hats, when he thinks 
we ought not ; our not acknowledging the 
fourth command obligatory on christians ; 
believing that acceptable worship may be per- 
formed in silence ; not calling the Scriptures 
- the word of God ; omitting water baptism 
and the supper ; and saying, that ministers 
ought not to receive money for preaching, 
are, in his view, the crying sins of the Qua- 
kers. 

But, besides these, he brings many other 
heavy accusations against us. He says, we 
are ignorant of experimental religion ; that 
we invalidate the divine authority of the 
Scriptures ; qu'^bble and uac d^^\xvve| > 
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guilty of bhsphemy ; eye servants to the 
Lord, page 4i ; not knowing Christ, 42 ; de- 
ceivers, 43. telling untruth, 46; having neith- 
er form nor power of Godliness, 47 ; perse- 
cuting all other denominations ; also using 
deceit, 51 ; acting contrary to christian can- 
dour, 73 ; self-willed and profane^ 53 ; ma- 
king conceit our God, 130; dead to the 
principles ofdivine grace, 85 ; will not en- 
dure sound doctrine, 87 ; quite ignorant of 
the abiding witness of the spirit that we are 
bom of God, 119 ; yea, that a dumb devil 
possesses us, 118. 

Now, that he should accuse us of being 
guilty of this long catalogue of heinous 
crimes ; and then, at one stroke, clear us 
of them all, except not observing the sabbath, 
and the ordinances, (so called) is a glaring 
contradiction ; but, as glaring as it is, we find 
him, in page 104, making an acknowledge- 
ment in these words : ^^ If the Quakers re- 
*^ garded the sabbath and ordinances of the 
^' Lord, there would be no occasion to judge 
^^ them as transgressors." 

CONCLUSION. 

Having noticed such parts of this remark- 
able work as appeared to require attcnuon, I 
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will now add, that^ while I hope to avoid cen- 
suring or condemning any tor their religious 
seniimentSy however different from my own, 
I believe I am warranted in exposing the 
man and his designs^ who wilttiUy misrepre- 
sents a religious society and the principle^ 
they maintain. 

My principal object being to correct er** 
ror, and illustrate the jtruth, I have therefore 
endeavoured to unfold the principles of 
Christianity, as received and held by us, as 
far as the plan of this work admits ; believ- 
ing the more those principles are known and 
understood, the more they will be approved 
by the unbiased mind* 

But, while I recommend the principles, I 
would not have any suppose, that I consider 
all in profession with us consistent in life 
and practice with those principles, but with 
regret must acknowledge, there are indi- 
viduals amongst us whose conduct does not 
correspond with the profession we make ; 
yet this doth not invalidate the truth of the 
doctrine we hold ; and the principles of 
the society, and the faithful members of it, 
are no more chargeable with the miscon- 
duct of such disorderly members, than the 
eleven aposdes were with the treachery of 
Judas, 
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Thus having, as hath been frequently ae- 
knowledged, a firm bcLiet in the rectitude of 
pur principles, we rest in unshaken con- 
^flcnce in Him who, we believe^ has been 
the author, and, we trust, witi be the finisher 
Ot our faith, unmoved by the slanders and 
reviiings of this writer, any further than to 
undeceive those, if any there be, who may 
have been misled by bim. 1 his, and a de- 
sire for the information of others unacquain- 
ted with us, were the primary motives iii hich 
induced me to take up my pen ; and I 
shall feel sufficiently rewarded for the time 
and attention I have freely devoted to this 
l¥ork, if it proves, even ^n a small degree, in- 
strumental in removing the prejudices of any, 
ai)c!( peningthe way for a more free inquiry 
into, and investigation of, those principles 
which will, I trust, stand the test of full 
fxs^mination. For, persuaded I am that if 
the different denominations of christians 
were more disposed to inquire and inform, 
find less to censure and condemn, they would 
no more be disposed to persecute their 
dissenting brethren with the pen than with 
the sword^ but would lay aside their prejud- 
ices, therby removing those harriers which 
Ignorance and t)igotry have conspired to e- 
tcct between the professors of the same holy 
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religion ; and, by cultivating a disposition of 
free investigation, they would willingly cm- 
brace the truth wherever it appeared. 

This would open the way for the spread* 
ing of gospel light, by which we should dis- 
cover the emptiness of forms and ceremo- 
nies, and the superior excellence of true and 
vital religion, under the animating influence 
whereof, many would be constrained to a- 
dopt the inviting language, come brother, 
come sister, '* let us go up to the mountain 
of the Lord, to the house of the God of Ja- 
cob ; and he will teach us of his ways, and 
we will walk in his paths ;" for the children 
of the Lord are all taught of the Lord; and 
great is the peace of his children. 

Then should we witness the fulfilment qf 
the prophetic declaration : ** They shall not 
burt nor destroy in all my holy mountain :'* 
and experience more and more of the be- 
nign influence of the spirit of the gospel, 
which breathes the emphatic language, glo* 
ly to Go(^ in the highest ; on earth peace, 
and good will to men* 
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